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February 25, 2011

Office of General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

I want to bring to your attention possible violations of federal election campaign laws by
the lowa Faith & Freedom Coalition (IFFC), under the fiscal sponsorship of the Iowa
Christian Alliange, o 501(c)(4) nonprofit organization. The perticipatys iu

the IFFC’s March 7, 2011 Presidential Farum waee not selected baseal on pre-establisted
objective criteria. Specifically, I was excluded from the Presidential Farum based on the
subjective prejudices of the IFFC’s president, Mr. Steve Scheffler. )

If the event were to be comsidered a debate under Federal Election Commission
guidelines, then this Presidéntial Forum dees not comply with the applicable laws. If it is
not a debate, then the IFFC’s sponsorship and financing of this Presidential Forum would

violate thz prohibition on vorporutd contributions.

1 zaspectfally nek 1ba Fedeml Election Commirsion to canduat a full iixvestigation intg the
legaiity of tae IFFC’s Presidential Forum.

Compiainent and Respondents
Complainant:
Fred Karger
1278 Glenneyre, #20
Laguna Beach, CA 92651 -

Respondents:
Steve Schefiler, President
Morris Hurd, Treasurer
Gopal Krishna, Board Member
Iowa Faith & Freedom Coalition
939 Office Park Rd. — Suite 115
West Des Moines, A 50265
515-225-1515 . ot
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Iowa Faith & Freedom Coalition’s Presidential Forum

Steve Scheffler is the President of the IFFC, whose fiscal sponsor is the Iowa Christian
Allismce, an orgasizetion exempt frem teocarian under seution 501(c)(8) of tire Intereal
Reveeme Code. Qn Decembor 29, 201D, Mr. SchaifTber told tie Wall Strest Journal that
the ¥¥FFC would hest the first forum of the 2012 Repuhblicen Presidantiat priseary sanson.
In thre Journal story, afr. Saheffler stated that “the group plans ta send inyitutions put this
week to anyone who has expressed the slightest interest in the 2012 Republican
nomination” (Emphasis Added - Attachment 1).

In its press release, the IFFC describes the event as a “2012 Republican Presidential
Candidates Meet and Greet Event.” In the invitation to participants, the IFFC explains
why it is iniporative for prospective 2012 Prosidemial candidates to attomd. “There will
be no brter epportenity to mext thess voters this sprins then the 2011 IFFC Spring Kick-
Off. Came carly sud sfay late to shalto hantds and to teik to your petentist vaters one on
one bafore and afler the program” (Attachment 2).

The IFFC invited Haley Barbour, Mitch Daniels, Newt Gingrich, Mike Huckabee, Sarah
Palin, Ron Paul, Tim Pawlenty, Mike Pence, Rick Santorum, Mitt Romney, John Thune,
Gary Johnson, Jobn Bolton, Buddy Roemer and Herman Cain (Attachment 3). I was not

Certainly, I have exprossed interest in nmning for the Republicun nomination for
President in 2012. The British newspaper The Observer stated in its February 13, 2011
profile of me that my “2012 presidential exploratory committee is perhaps the furthest
advanoced of any pontential Repnblicaa cendidate” (Attachmant 9).

On April 10, 2010, I announced that I was seriously considering running for President at

the Southern Republican Leadership Conference in New Orleans. 1 have visited Jowa six
times and New Hampshire twelve times. On December 1, 2010, I was the first to hire an
Iowa State Director. I was the first to hire staff in New Hampshire. And my Presidential
Expleratory Committee was the first to produce and air commiercials in both New

Hampshire (September 2010) and Iown (November 2010), asking my friends to help nre
decide whether ® run for President.

The Waasltingtan Post did iis firat 2012 Presidential caediiiats prafile on my possible
candidacy. The Boston Globe has listed me a5 one of “the only two netables” of tha 2012
season thus far. The Des Moines Register includes me regularly in its list of potential
2012 contenders. The New York Times, CBS News, Fox News, Politico, the Hill, the
Concord Monitor, the Portsmouth Herald, the Los Angeles Times, the Daily Caller, the

Atlantic, Greece’s To Vima, the BBC’s HARDtalk, Austnan Broadcasting Oempany

Brazil’s R7, Hungary’s FN and many others hnve reported on my oxploratory eampaign.
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Federal Election Laws Concerning Candidate Appearances

Federal election campaign laws allow for an organization exempt from taxation under
section 501(c)(4) of the Intermal Revermre Code to spemsor & Presidential mandidate
meetig. Such a meefing is an enception to the definition of contribution. Applicable
rules sitte that “Tlie delains must ke strustnmed sach Wat they do net pponrotd or scevance
one candidair: over another; and they amist include at least twe cmmlidates, meeting foec
to face” (Adezhment S).

Additionally, “The organization staging the debate must select the candidates based on
pre-established objective criteria” (Attachment 4). A qualified organization can devise its
own objective criteria. Examples of pre-established objective criteria include:

1) Maving filed an FEC Form F-2, Staternent of Candidacy, with tlie Federal
Election Commission;

2) Having a nempnigu office in€de the State aof Iowa;

3) Having employod at kecat one full-time campaign staff representative.

Is YJowa Faith & Freedam Coalition’s Presidential 'aruem a Debate?

Many Presidential debates are called forums but fulfill the broad Federal Election
Commission definition of a debate because they satisfy the criteria of having at least two
candidates meeting face to face. The staging of the upcoming IFFC Presidential Forum
may well fall wniirin the I'EC’s broad defidition of a debate.

An oxampic af a forwny that nreets the debise oriteria comes from the 2008 Presidential
Primary in Iowa. Tiee AARP and Iowa Psblie Talavigion hoatad the “Divided We Fail”
Democratic Presidential Forum in Davenport, Iowa on September 20, 2007. This
Prasidential Forum excluded Dennis Kicinich and Mike Gravel. When questioned, the
501(c)(4) staging organization, the AARP, was able to provide the media with the “pre-
established objective criteria” used to seleet participants. These criteria were “the
establishment of an Iowa campaign office and the employment of an Iowa campaign staff
representative no later than August 1, 2009 (Attachment 7).

If the IEFC’s Presidential Fonun satisfies the dekmte defimitian, the Foxnm wanld vialate
fedexal clection campaign laws hecause aandidztes vazre nat chisen using “pre-
established abjective criteria” (Attachment 4),

When Sean Miller of The Hill asked Mr. Scheffler why I was exeluded from the March 7,
2011 Forum, he stated, “Karger’s focus on gay rights makes him a marginal candidate...
He’s got one issue and in my opinion that does not make him a serious or legitimate
candidate” (Attachment 3). —
While speaking before groups, at town hall meetings and in the media I have discussed
dozens of isstus (Attachinent 13).
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Even though we had never met, Mr. Scheffler threatened me in a personal email on May
25,2010. The email said:

“You don't care about transparency—you and the radical homosexual community want
to harass apperiars af REAL immrriage. I am tke Republican Netionmal Commitieexian for
lowa. As a private citizen and knowing titerally thousumds of caueus goers, I will wark
overtime o help ensure that yowr political aspirations are abortad right here in Iowa.
Have you studied our past cancuses—you have NO chance here in lowa!” Steve
Scheffler (Attachment 6).

Rather than using “pre-established objective criteria,” Mr. Scheffler has used his
subjective beliefs to exclude me from the Presidential Forum. Thus, the Forum is not a
legally constituted debate, and the sponsorship and financing of the event constitutes
illegal contributions and expeaditures.

Asxsume Thut the Forum is Not a Debate

The invitation to the IFFC’s Presidential Forum states “It is not a debate... it will give
presidential candidates ten minutes to make a pitch and present their vision as the voters
of Iowa begin the process of making their decisions for the first in the nation caucuses”
(Attachment 2). If this Forum does not fulfill the FEC's debate definition, then the
IFFC"s sponsorship and financing of its Presidential Forum does not qualify for
exemption from federal election campaign taws (see FEC AO 1986-37).

The IFFC’s Pozsideatial Forum appants to be similar ta the Naiienal Conaervative
Foundatiex’s Natienal Conservative Convention cited in Advisory Opinion 1986-37.

The IFFC’s sponsorship and financing of its Presidential Foram constitutes contributions
or expenditures within the meaning of 2 U.S.C. 441b because the format does not comply
with the exemptions allowed for a 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(4) organization to host an
appearance by candidates for a federal office.

Request for Investigation

I formafly request a thorough and complete investigation into the IFFC’s sponsorship and
financing of its March 7, 2010 Presidential Forum.

I also ask the Commission to direct Mr. Scheffler to invite me to speak at the Presidential
Forum.

Since the Presidential Forum is to be held on March 7, 1 respectfully request that the

Commission expedite my complaint. prem
.
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Thank you very much for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Fred Karger ; - |
1278 Glenneyre, #20 :

Laguna Beach, CA 92651

cc: Distribution

" Attachment 1: Towa Gets First Big 2012 Forum. So Who Will Show?

http://blogs.wsj. comlwashwnrenﬂl0/12/29Iiowa-gets-ﬁmt-b|g-2012-forum-so-who-
will-show/

Attachment 2: lowa Faith & Freedom Coalition Announces Preside,
http://ffciowa.com/ mmmumnmmaﬁcmumm

Atncliment 3: A dozen GOP presidential prospects invited to March 7 Iowa forum

Attachment 4: FEC Segtinn 210,13
Attachment 5: Pg 84 of their Guidelines for Corporations and Labor Unions,

Attachment 6: Iowa GOP committeeman to gay candidate: I’ll sink you

Attachment 7: Debates are On, Debaters are Off:
WWMW&WMM

Attachment 8: Advisory Opinion 1986-37 The National Conservative Foundation pg 4.

Attachment 9: hitp://www.guardian. co.uk/world/2011/feb/13/republicans-gay-rights-
Eldentlal-rac

™
Attachment 10: Candidsate Excluded from Iowa Debate
http://www.muscatinejournal.com/riews/local/article 8f7f9f42-a78c-586d-b727-
97cl 3eéZe462.M ) :

Attachment 11: Fred Karger Press:
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The Washington Post http://www.washingtonpost com/wp-
dyn/content/story/2011(02/02/ST2011020203372 htmI?sid=ST2011020203372

Boston Globe .
://lwww.boston.com/news/nation/articles/2011/01/30/ e _in political seasons
for_the_gop/?page=fall

The Des Moines Register

http://www.desmoinesregister com/article/20101026/NEWS09/10260351/-
1/go4Ajax/Potential-12-contenders-visiting-before-election

The New York Times, http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/11/24/gay-progressive-
lican-on-air-in-iowa/

CBS News, httpc//www.cbsnews.com/8301-503544 l62-2gg2ﬁ9—503544..html

Fox News, wi!_pglm_n_nhlngg foxraws. oom:IZOIDI 11/24/republicon-dnd-giy-rights-

Politico, http://www ,m!gtlcg,gm ews/stories/0211/49203.html or
J//www.politi m/} stories/1 110/45540.html

The Concord Maritor, hitp://www.coneordroonitor.com/blogentry/236297/karger-to-
The Portsmouth Herald, hitp:/; ine. adti 110125-NEWS-
110129854

LA Times, http://articles.latimes.com/201 1/jan/28/news/la-pn-republicans-2012-
20110128

The Union-Leader

The Daily Caller hitp://dailycaller.com/201 1/02/1 6/gay-republican-mulls-presidential-
bid/

The Atlantic, http://www. theatlanuo .com/politics/archive/2010/08/fred-karger-the-gay-
rights-bo £ idential-race/61279/

-
1

Sky News, http://news.sky.com/skynews/Home/World-News/Republican-Candidates-
Are-Lining-Up-For-Chance-To-Challenge-President-Obama-In-Coming-US-
Elections/Azticle/i:1 1023159372057 Ipos=World News_Firstt Homu Asticle Teaser Re
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gion 0&lid=ARTICLE 15937205 Republican Candidates Are Lining Up For Chanc
¢ To Challenge President Obama In_Coming US Elections

The Observer, http://www. ian.co.uk/world/2011/feb/13/ licans-
presidential-raco

Hungary’s FN.hu,
http:/iwww.fp hwknlfold/20101 126/homoszexualis elnokjelolt_indul amerikaban/

Attachment 11, February 20, 2011 Potential 2012 GOP candidates speak out on what
should be done to those responsible for W‘Inleaks

Atarchment 12, Darémouti Students Protedt NH Rill Limitiig Vating Rights
http://www.wmur.com/r/26908964/detail.html

Attachment 13, GOP Presidential Hopefuls Want New GOP Majority to Focus on
Economy

http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/story/gop-presidential-hopefuls-want-new-gop-
majority-focus-economy

Attachnzent 14, My first ad in Iowa: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXvZvewDWVM

Whither the Reasonable Republican?
http://thalartmputh.com/2010/10/25/opinion/pedile

Attachment 15, Fred Karger: An Apology Now Mike Huckabee
btte://waw huffingtonpost.cam/fred-karger/an-apology-now-mike-hucka b_788945.html

Attachment 16, WHO Radio 1040, Mickelson in the Morning, 8-18-2010
hgg //hw. hbsmcom/p_ISHIOIS'IOdﬂ 4a2¢b40132lnuckelson-2010ﬁ§ .
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DECEMSBER 29, 2010, 4:54 PMET

Iowa Gets First Big 2012 Forum. So Who Will
Show?

Likely 2012 presidential candidates have been sniffing around lowa for months on book tours and under-the-radar
speaking engagements. But now the entire field-all dozen or so possible GOP challengers—are being invited to a
megachurch en the outskirts of Dés Moines fer a March nh_tzndidaﬂes' forum-the first of its kind for 2011.

And the question is: Who will be so bold as to come?

" Steve Scheffler, president of the lowa Faith & Freedom Coalition, says the group plans to send invitations out this week

to anyone who has expressed the slightest interest in the 2012 Republican nomination. That means everyone from Sarah

Palin and Newt Gingrich to Mitt Ramney, Tim Pawlenty and Rick Santorum. Even Atlanta radio host Herman Cain
will get an invitation.

'I'dlhilkthatthmpohntialcmdidatasv}wﬁkethechnmebmlmnamuithevangermmﬁsﬁam.'said

. Mr. Scheffler; one of the state's most prominent GOP organizers and a member of the Republican National Committee.

Normally, candidates would jump at the apportunity to addrass as many as 1,000 conservaiiva activiats in the state that
holds the first big test of tha presidential election.

But this cycle is already looking a little weird as challengers. continue to stay mum over whether they will compete for the
nomination or not. Many say they plan to keep cvy until April or even later.

Attending a prominent candidate forum in lowa in early March could be the first overt step some of the challengers take
toward a 2012 bid. -

Copyright 2008 Dow Jones & Company, inc. Al Rights Reserved
mscmlsforyoumoml non-commercial use only. Distribution and use of this material are govemed by our Subscriber Agreement and by copyright
law. For non-personal use or to order muliiple eopies.::; contact Dow Jones Reprints at 1-800-843-0008 or visit
VWY, nis.com
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February 15, 2011 at 11:39 am

lowa Faith & Freedom Spring Kick-off Event * Monday, March 7th; 5:30-7:30pm * Point of Grace Church in Waukee,
1A (Click link for directions) * 305 NE Dartmoor Drive * Email Steve Scheffler sischeffler@ffciowa.com with questions
| or to RSVP.



12844822183

lowa’ Faith & Freedom) Coalition Aonounc.es Presidential Farum - irepi Febty AFesadr O an B dnner snene D

January 4, 2011 at 12:45 pm

For Immediate Release
Contact: Steve Scheifler
515-225-1515

January 3, 2011

West Des Maines - This weekend, the lowa Faith & Freedom Coalition sent out invitations to the top names being
floated in the Bepublican primary faor the 2012 prasidantial race. The group has plannad a presidential forum for
Manday, March 7th which is likely to be the first of its kind in the nation as the beginnings of a wide open presidantial
primary take form. lowa Faith & Freedom Coalition President, Steve Scheffler states that the event will shape up to

be the largest gathering of pro-family, values minded voters in the spring of 2011. “Candidates considering a run for
president must take the lowa Caucuses seriously and we are the caucus voters.”

The letter sent ta candidates reads:

“The le:on Feith & Frestiom Cuatition is the largest and the most influential group in lowa politics. In the past
election cycle, we made well over 560,000 voter contacts through our VoterTrak program that allows us to identify
and reach lew propensity consenvative woters. We worked hand-in-hand with eight state tegislative candidates to
put volunteers an the ground in the most competitive districts. Six of the eight will be sworn in as legislators this
month. We published and distributed over 300,000 voter guides to churches all across the state to educate voters
prior to the November 2nd election. The result was record progress in all three branches of lowa’s government.

As @n vrganization, we host twe large events every year with our staraevide mentberihip. On Monday, Marcti 7th,
2011, fremn 5:30-7:10pm, we will Ze hnsting s=r ennual Spring Kick-Off heee in Des Moines as the 2012 presidertial
cycle begins. This year, the format of the event will be a 2012 Republican Presidential Candidates Meet and Greet
Evant. It is not a dnisate and there witl do no Que=tionand dnswer thne, but i will give pretidential eandidaten ten

mioutes to make a piich and present their virion as the woters of kawa bdgin the pcotess of making thair tiecisions
for the first in the natien caucuses.

Last year, in a non-presidential cycle, we had nearly 500 people in attendance at this event, including many elected
officials. This year, we expect to see a much larger crowd. This event is an important stop for candidates because
over 60% of 2008 GOP caucus goers in lowa self -identified themselves as evangelical Christians. There will be no
better opportunity to meet these voters this spring than the 2011 IFFC Spring Kick-Off. Come early and stay late to
shahe hands umd te talk to your potential voters one on one before ard after tire program.”

Madia requmimg credentials should email Gopal Krishna at Mbw. Shootmg of any type of vidoe er
taking any type of photagraphs of any part ef the evant will nnt be allowed witheat prier permission from IFFC.

lowa lféith & Freedom Coalition
939 Office Park Rd. - Suite 115
West Des Moines, IA 50265
515-225-1515
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A dozen GOP presidential prospects invited to March 7 lowa forum

8:45 PM, Jan 4, 2011 | by Tom Besumont | % 7 Comments
t os: insider
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Iowa’s Faith and Freedom Coalition, a lea'ding social conservative group in the
leadoff caucus state, has invited 12 Republican presidential prospects to what so far is

the first group forurm inthe state of the 2012 campaign. The evant is cet for Miarch 7 at
a charch in a westem Des Moiues-ar2a suburb.

The group, headed by Republican National Committee member Steve Scheffler of
West Des Moines, seat invitations Dec. 31 to Miasissippi Gov. Haley Barbour,
Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels, former U.S. House Speaker Newt Gingrich, former
Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee, former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin, Texas Congressman
Ron Paul, former Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty, Indiana Congressman Mike Pence,

~ former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum, former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney,

Soudh Dakota Sen. John Thuze.

Those 11 often appear on lists of GOP figures weighing 2012 bids. Another, a name
increasingly popular in tea party circles, is Herman Cain, the former CEO of
Gotifather’s Pizza.

Former United Nations Ambassador John Bolton, who has said he is weighing a 2012
campaign, is expected to receive an invitation to the event, although Iowa Faith and
Freedom Coalition planners had not yet sent one.

The event, at Point of Grace church in Wankee, is being billed as the first such group
gatheriug of 2012 prospects in Towa, expectedt to host the leadoff presidential
caucuses in a little more than a year. The forum is not a debate, but will afford
prespeotive presidentizl candidates 1 chance to make a speech to consarvative
activists. There is o question and answer session plnned for those GOP hopefuls
who attend.

Fred Karger, a gay-rights activist and veteran California-based political consultant,

complained that he was not invited. Karger has visited Iowa five times, formed a
presidential exploratory committee and hired an Iowa campaign staffer.

Scheffler said Kargor’s focus on gay rights makes lim a marginal candidate. In Iowa,
social and evangelical comservatives fenn the care af the Ropublioan caucus buse.

“He’s got one issue and in my opinion that does not make him a serious or legitimate
caadidate,” Scheffler said. - e

Tags: Haley Barbour, Herman Cain, Iowa caucuses, Iowa Haith and Preedom
Coalition, John Bolton, Mike Huckabee, Mike Pence, Mitch Daniels, mitt romney,
Newt Gingrich, Rick Santonmm, Ron Faul, Sarah Palin, Tim Pawlenty
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[Code of Federal Regulations]

[Title 11, Volume 1]

[Revised as of January 1, 2010] )

From the U.B. Government Printing Office via GPO Access
*[CITE: 11CFR110.13]

[Page 183-184]
TITLE 11--FEDERAL ELECTIONS
CHAPTER I--FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

PART 110_CONTRIBUTION AND EXPENDITURE LIMITATIONS ARD PROHIBITIONS--
Table of Contents

See. 110.13 Canditdate debates.

(a) Staging arganizations. (1) Nonprofit organizations described in
26 0.S.C. 501 (c)(3) or (c)(4) and which do not endorse, support, or
oppose political candidates or political parties may stage candidate
debates in accordance with this section and 11 CER 114.4(f).

(2) Broadcasters (including a cable television operator, programmer
or producer), bona fide newspapers, magazines and other periodimal
publicatione may stage candidate debates ia accordance with this section
and 11 CFR 114.4(f), provided that ‘they are not ownou or cantrclled by a
political party, political committee ar candidate. In addition,
broadcaatesa (inoluding a cable tnlavieion operator, programmer ex
producer), bona fide newspapers, magazines and other periodical

publications, acting as press entitias, may also covex or carzy
candidate debates in accordance with 11

{[fage 134]]

CFR part 100, aulmmarts B and C and part 100, subparts D and E.

(b) Debate structure. The structure of debates staged in accordance
with this section and 11 CFR 114.4(f) is left to the .discretion of the
staging organizations(s), provided that:

(1) Such debates include at least two candidates; and

(2) The staging organization(s) does not structure the debatea to
promote or advance one candidate over another.

(c) Criteria far candidate selection. For all debates, staging
organization{s) must use pre-established objective criteria to determine
which candidates may participate in a debate. For general election
debates, staging organizations(s} shall not use nomirmation by =&
particular political party as the sole objective criterion to determine
whether to inclwxde a sandidate in a debatn. For cabatee held prior ta a
primary alection, caucus or conveantion, staging organizations may
restritt candidate participation to candidates seeking the nomination of
one party, and need not stage a debate for candidates seeking the
nomination of any other political party ar independent candidates.

[61 PR 18051, Apr. 24, 1955; 61 FR 24533, May 15, 1996, as amended at 67
FR 78681, bec. 26, 2002}

e
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Campaign.Guide for Corporatians and Labor Organizations

Officeholder/Professional Appearance

.at Corporation or Labor Organization
Under certain circumstances, a corpuratios or kbor -

organization ragy spameer 2 appearwwe by = condis
date befars the general public. AOs 2004-14, 1989-
2, 1996-11 and 1992-6.This type of appearance can
occur under the following cirgumstances:

Spenius Not Appeating as Candidate

The speaker is NOT appearing in his capacity as a
federsl csndidate bt rathe: us a current federal of-
ficeholder or us a lectureér.

Issue Yopics .
The speaker nay spenk about issues of interest to

the spansoring organization, including legislacive is-
sues, but must avoid reference to the campaign.

No Bpaess Adsocacy

Nuithar the spakier aor the carpamtisi or labor
organization may expressly advocate the election or
defeat of a ciéarly identified candidate.

No Sofidtation

Neither the speaker nor the corporation or labor

orgemization may sclicit contributivns before, during
or after she event.

Simitw Oppostinitydint&2esind
Corparatines and labor ergenizaticas oead 2wt
provida athar candidates with similar opportunities
to speak because the speaker is appearing in his/her
professional empacity rather than as a candidate.
Proximity to Elaction Day
Tire appearance may occur at any time, even shartly
before an election, because the speaker Is not ap-
pearing 0 promote Nis’her candidacy.
Préss Coverngs
The epeskisr gray participadn in » psess comnderence
at or near the sita of the eveos. Tha speaker may
speak at the press conference regarding the issues
discussed at the event under the following condi-
dons:
* The spansoring organlzamn may l&i’iﬂ!y—-—hut
may not use the press conference to endonse—
the speaker as a candidate.

* Neither the speaker nor the sponsoring orga-
nization may expressly advocate the election or
defeat of any candidate dunng the press canfer-
ence.

* The disburzeinams for the press coafer-
ence maek be de miniiix. Thet means that

the sponsoring organization may contact only
those news erganizations it cuevenwmridy con-
tacts when koliimg piess comferenam for odbar
purposes.

Payment of Trvel Expenses

The sponsoring crganization may pay the speaker’s
travel expenses as long as no part of the hisher trip
is campaign related. If any campaign-related activity
is conducted at a stop, the entire stop is campaign
related and travel expenses cannot be paid by the
sponsoring orgerizxtiont AO 1996-11.

Public Debates

Sponsorship

Candidate debates may be sponsored by a bmad
caster, a bona fide hewspaper, a magazine or other
periodical publication, or a tax-exempt nonprofit
organization (a 501{c)(3) or 50! (c)(4) organization)
that neither supports nor opposes any candidote or
party. 110:13(a) and 114.4§)(2).

Corporate Donations

A corporation or labor organization may domate funds

to a tax-esempt nonprofit organization (a 501(c)(3) **
or 501(c)(4) argnizatiar) that neither supports

nor opposes any candidate or party to defray the

cost of staging a candidate debate. | 14.4(f)(1) and

@)

Debate Structuze

The debates must be structured such that they de
not promote or advance one candidate over anoth-
er;and they must include at least two candidates,
meeting face to facs. 110.13(b).

Candidate Sefection

The organization staging the debate must select

the candilates Basud on pre-ustablished objective
criteria. For primery eibcticms, the organization may
restrict candidates to those seeking the nomina-

tion of one party. Hor general elections, the staging
organization nuty net use mombutton be 2 partcular
party as the spiy mbjettine erismrion. | 10.135.

6 InAO 1996-11, the corparation sponstriny the appesr
ances of tvo officasoiders wiin wezs onaisy fer s-elagiva
could not pay the officehaldars’ eravel expenses becauza the
prgantzation had knowledge that the officeholders’ cam-
paigns were planning campaign-related events at the ske of
the appearance. Payment of their travel expenses would have
constituted a prohibited corporate contribution.

Chanter 9
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lowa GOP committeeman to gay candidate: I’ll sink you

2:49 PM, May 27, 2010} by Jason Clayworth | % 13 Comments
Categories: lowa Politics Insider
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Jowa’s Republican National Committeeman sent an e-mail this week to a gay member of his
party who is considering & rum for presidert aud told him k= would werk overtiine to ensure that
his cmnpaign aspirations are aborte.

“You and the radical homosexual community want to harass supporters of REAL marriage,”
Steve Schefflar wrote in B e-nail to Fred Karger, a longtinie atvil rights advecate in California
who is gay end has announced he is muning for president. “. . lwnllworknvennnetohelg
ensure that your political aspirations are aborted right here iz JTowa.”

wt

Fred Karger

Karger, the founder of Californians Against Hate, said he is shocked that one of Iowa’s highest-
ranking members of his party would express such disdain.

*“The fact that he made such hateful comments, I think is very offensive,” Karger said. “I
certainly think he owes me an apology.”

The e-mail sent to Karger was in response to a message by Californians Against Hate that
outlined how hésine afficials had andared the Nationel Organizatioa for Marriage to ttirn ovar tive
names of its doeors in a recent state election. The group, better known as NOM, opposes equal
marriage rights for same sex couples.

The original message frony Karger’s group praised “truth and transparency in politics.”
.%..-:.
Scheffler ackmowledged 1nday that he wemte the e-mail but said he males no apologies.

“I’'m not going to get involved in the presidential cancuses but I'm going to call a spade a
spade,” Scheffler said today. “When yru have somebady who is this fare nut of thmmnnsmmm
of the political party, I'm just going to tell them what I think.”
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One Jowa, the state’s largest civil rights group for gay and lesbians, said the situation
denronstrates intolerarce within #re Republicun Party.

“The Jowa Republican party wants to portray themselves as a big tent party, but when it comes
right devwn to it lemders liiar Solmffler bavie shoem little tolesence for thesse viiilx diffoxent views,”
said Cactdyn Jenison, s exaputive dimectar of One Iowa. “T¥ey’ve increasingly tried ts purge
their party of pro-equality Republicans like Karger and former Lt. Gov. loy Coming, Thia goes
beyord marriaga, this is about excluding people from the political process.”

Steve Roberts, a past Republican national committecman from Iowa, said there are no rules that

mandate that committee representatives remain neutral among GOP candidates. Nonetheless, the
general feeling is that they do remain neutral, he said.

Robarta said be made shnilar comments to Karges that his campaign would be a long-shot in
Iowa but did it tactfully and did not threaten to work against him.

“I think evarybody that wants to participate shanld probahly hava the opportunity,” Roberts said.

Matt Strawn, chairman of the Republican Party of Iowa, did not return a phone call about
Scheffler’s e-mail. Danielle Plogmann, Communications Director for the Republican Party of

Towa, said Strawn was out of the office Thursday and that this issue is not one that he wants to
comrent apon.

'NomnAStuzxmbax:h. executive directnr off the Denrasrtrtic Party of Iowa, nsiw] if myom fromn thie

state’s Republicaa Party has “the moral compass to disavow these comments?”

“It’s embarrassing that someone like Scheffler is claiming to represent IJowa and it’s unfortunate
that Karger is trying to belong to a party that will never accept him,” Sterzenbach said. “Iowa is a
progressive and tolerant state and it’s disgracefui to the people of Iowa to claim they would
support Scheffler’s kind of intolerance.”

Here’s Sclaifles’s e-mail to Karger s sent from: his BlackBerry.

You don’\ ¢are tbout transpurmcy--you and the radical homosexual community want to harass
supporters of REAL marriage. I am the Republican National Committeeman for Iowa. As a
private citizen and knowing Litesally thousands of caucus goers, I will work overtime to help

ensure that your political aspirations are aborted right here in Iowa. Have you studied our past
caucuses—yon have NO chance here in Iowa!

Tags: Carolyn Jenison, Fred Kavger, joy coming, Nonn Sterzeabach, One Iowa, Republiciin
Party of lo'ml, Steve SchefFler g1
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.political structure of the United States. . :

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463
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November 10, 1986
CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
ADVISORY DPINION 1986-37

J. Curtis Herge, Esquire
Herge, Sparks, Christopher & Biondi
8201 Greensboro Drive, Suite 200

‘McLean, VA 22182

Dear Mr. Herge:

This responds to your letter of September 23, 1986, on behalf of the National
Camgervative Foundation, requesting an advisory opinion concerning application of the Federal -
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"), and Commission regulations to the

. financing and sponsorsbip of a convention that will m.ludeanonpartxmcanduhmdebate

You state that the National Conservative Foundation ("the Foundation") was organized
under the Virginia Nomstock Corporation Act on June 13, 1978; John T. Dolan was the
incerporator. The Fonndation tis ar orgenization exenspt from Federal tnxatipn mnder 26 U.S.C.
501(c)(3). Section 501(c)(3) grants tax-exempt status to corporations and foundations organized
and operated cicinsively for religions, charitable, or edumiSomsl psposas (amcag othars) and
"whioh doss not parficipato in, or intervene in (inchxling the publishing or distributing f
staements), any palitioel campaign on hebelf of any candidate for public office.” 2€ 1).S.C.
501(c)(3). This statutory prehibition is also contained in the Faundatian's articles of
incorparation. These articles alao state that the Foundation's corparate purposes include the
sponsarship of public discussion groups, panels, lectures, and forums in which members of the
public, governmental leaders, and others participate and exchange views on puhblic issues and the
5

! You bave incorpomated by reference ducunrents you sabmitted wih respret to Advisory Opinion 1935-26. These
domnesmis include the Foundaficn's atticles of inaarporation, its by-laws, and the letter from the Internal Revenue
Service granting the Foundation tax-exempt status under 26 U.S.C. 501(c)3).
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You further note that the Foundation "has not established a political committee, or
separate segregated fund, and it dbes not suppert, endose or oppose political cemdidates or
poliionl purties." The Foundtitidi hag o moitibars, wod its uifices asw looatéad at 1001 Prinve
Stamt, Abxceesdtin, Virgimia. Its efficoss aes Jvoin T Dolan (eimdimren of tirs boani #hd president),
Mainelte Shortley (vise precidant), end L. Brent Bozell, Il (secoatery mud transuesr). Yon note
that My, Dalan is sdeo chairman of ths Natinnal Couaatvative Political Aatiea Comtinittee
("NCPAC"), which kas registered with the Commission as a cancemnected political committas.

You state that the Foundation plans to organize and sponsor a nonpartisan forum, to be
known as the National Conservative Convention ("the convention™). Members of the general
public, governmental leaders, and others will be invited to participate in the convention for the
purpose of identifying, discussing, and adbpting positions on various foreign and domestic public
policy issues. The couwintion will be held over a three-day period ix mil-1987. During thy
convantinn, dttmices will limere 4 snil questtiun both techeionl s;peats and gorvernmsntal
leadars, eaggage in om intarchaoge of vicws, ad have m ppperttm'ity te adapt a coilective position
on fareign and damestic public poiicy issues. The convention will include speeches, workshops,
hearitigs, and seminars. You state that the canventinn is to be both an edncational forum, in
which the individual partieipants may Iearn and formulate their own concinsions about varieus
public policy issues, and a forum in which.they make their individnal and collective views on
such issues public. You add that the purposes of the convention are intended to have no direct
relationship to, or bearing upon, the 1988 presidential nomination or election process, which will

include the separate, mdependent development of paxty commnitlee phitforms by separate bedics
of delegatts. .

Ax post of the denventios agawua, the Foundatimn plms tc inclnide a sorins of separate
addrenses to the assembled attendees by those individuals who, at the time the convention is
held, are candidates or possible candidates for President of the United States in the 1988
presidential election cycle. This series of separate addresses will be structured and presented as a
nonpartisan candidate debate, and will be staged as follows:

(1) The Foumdatica will invite every individual affiliaved with the two major political
parties whe is or muy be a cundidate for nomimation for Mrosident. The critetia for determining
which individuals are invited to pmicipate b thiis debute cre (1) whether the individual has
registered a principal campaign committee with the Commission with respect to the 1988
presidential election ex (ii) wiather the mlimdtnl has paiblicly annoureaxd the: fommatien of an
explomtory ar tasting-the-wators comamittee.

(2) Each invitee w:llbeallowedtos;mktothe assembled attendees at the convention for
20mmntmonatopmortopxcsofhlsorherselecuon. At the end of this address, there willbe a
15-soinute question and answer session with questions being atked by attendees from tire

. - B’
2 You note is your request that former gowesnar Piexm BuPoni FV hes sgistrzed a prinoipal campaisy camanitee
with the Commission and that Vice President Genige Bush, former senator Howard Baker, and the Rev. Pat
Robertson have publicly announced the formation of exploratory or testing-the-walers committees. Thus, there is a
reasonsble expectatics that yout proposed candidate debate will include al least two candidates under this criteria.

3 You state that each candidate will be asked to notify the Foundation in advance of the convention of the title of his
or her address so that it may be included in the convention program.

- sy
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convention floor. There will be a moderator who will not comment on the questions or otherwise
make eczmments thet imply approval or disapproval of wny of these invitees. -

(3) Each invitee will deliver his or her address from the podium on the dais on the
convention floor. Spexific portions cf the comvantinn agenda will be set enide for thesa addrenszs
so thot onch invitna will be given a camaparable time fer his or ber adidress, such es 10 a.m., 2
p.m., or 4 p.m. Candidates ar potential candidates who participate in this.debide will alzo not be
scheduled as luncheon ar dinner speakers or speakers at the public policy workshops, hearings,
and seminars that make up the convention agenda. You also state that the sefting for the debate
will not promote or advance one candidate over another, and that each candidate will ave an
opgportanity to make his or her presentation in a ncatral, fair, and irmpartial mazmer.

(4) The Foundation wifl mot pay any henorarium to any candidstt or patential caadidate
who participates in the debate or pay such candidate or his or her accompanying staff for
transportation, travel, and lndging expenses. .

(5) The Foundation will not permit the convention attendees to engage in any public
demonstration or display on the convention floor in support of or opposition to any candidate.
The Foundation will also not permit any solicitation of funds or contributions for any candidate
or candidate'’s committee. You further assure that the Foundation will not sponsor, co-sponsor, or
have any ssometary or otber involvement with axy activities invetving any candidate or political
conmmtittez befdes, duriag, ox after tim comvention.

You ask these questions:

(1) Will the sponsorship and financing of a National Conservative Convention by the |

-Foundation censtitute contributions and expenditures under 2 U.S.C. 441b?

(2) Will the proposed appearances by presidential candidates constitute a nonpartisan
candidate debate under 11 CFR 110.13 and 114.4(¢)? .

(3) May presidential candidates who participate in the debate be identified as candidates
in their introductions and/in the convestion fitmature?

(4) May contributions to defray the cost of the convention be accepted from corporations,
government contractars, fareigo natioals, and individuals without regard to 2 U.S.G.-441a,
441b, 441c, and 441¢?

(5)Arethere any additional requirements with respect to the convention?

The Act prohibits a corporation, including;a nonprofit corporation, from
contributions or expenditures in connection with aFederal election. 2 U.S.C. 441b(a).” This
prohibition includes both direct and indirect payments or gifts of money, services, or anything of
value to a candidate. 2 U.S.C. 4415¢b)(2). The Act, hommver, permits a carperation to exhablish
and administer and to solicit voluntary contributions to a separate segregated fund to be utilized

4 See glzn 2 US.C. 441a(a); 441c; ond 443e.

g |
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for political purposes. 2 U.S.C. 441b(b)}(2)(C); 11 CFR 114.5. Commission regulations also
pemnuit a corporation to use its treasury funds to sponsor and finance campuign-relawed
appearnuces by candidates in limited cirsumstances aad befiwe cortain, dvfined groups of
persoes. Swe 11 CFR 114.3 sxxl 114.4.

You have presented the public appearances of presidential candidates at the Foundation's
proposed convesttion as a nagpartiaen candidate debots. Commissiom reguiatians specifically
provide that a qualified nonprofit corporation's sponsorship and financing of such debates is
within the exemptions to the Act's prahibition on corporate contributions and expenditures. See
11 CFR 110.13 and 114.4(e). The regulations further state that the structure of candidate debates
is left to the discretion of the staging orgmnization provided that the debates include at least two
candidates and are norpartisan in that ey do zot promete or advance ene cadidate over
anothar. £1 CFR 110.13(b).

The Commissfon notes that your proposed candidate debate features individual
appearances by each of the candidates at separate times over the course of the convention rather
than concurrent, face-to-frce appearances. Such face-to-face appearances ar canfrontations have
historically been an inherent characteristic of candidate debates since the prototypical Lincoln-
Douglas Debates in 1858 and, more recently, the presidential debates in 1960, 1976, 1930, and
1984.% Although the format and structure of these debates varied from one instance to another,
the common elemeiit in all of them was a Ihce-to-fiice confronmation. The Commmnission’s
nonpmtisus candidate debate regulations were drafied with this llistorical, traditional concept of
candidate debutss in mind. Acgesdingly, the Commission does nut view your propused candidate
apmmramces s cexniidating a camditiae debalz.

Thas, your dese=iptinn of thesa eandixlate appeam=nons preseatz ths braader quastion
whether the Foundation's proposed sponsorship of, and proposed means of financing, the
convention will constitute contributions or expenditures in connection with a Federal election-
See 2 U.S.C. 44]b. As the Commission stated in Advisory Opinion 1986-26, it has addressed, in
a variety of circumstances, whether or not the sponsorship of public appearances by individuals
who are edidates thr Fedoral offics wers campuign meitted. The Comnission ires taken the
position that pablic sppesrsncys by candidmes ot such vvents us charinbie furctions, public
affairs programs, conBtitumt servive activiliw, ndleﬂimonialk,orasmnoftheirprivai

_ employmmt wiil, neverihuies, be senpmign wiated if ped avents inclote my axpmas adromsy

of thr elechnmordﬁmtofanycmduhﬁenheohmdncfmﬁbuummmymdsdmum
politiaal coteuitten. The Commissiar has alss consludmi thm the absence of expmesn adsowscy or
saligitations will not prechuds a determimation that public apperrances by candidates are )
campaign related. See opinions cited at page 6 of Advisory Opinion 1986-26 (Advisory Opinions
1984-13, 1982-16, 1981-37, 1980-89, 1980-22, 1980-16, 19784, and 1977-42).

You imtend te invite individuals a@;ocmted with the two major political pastics to address -
the conventiog and to mmswar questiens fidiii the floer of the ecaventitm. You plan to invite tese

S See generally, The Past and Future of Presidential Debates (A. Ramney ed. 1979) at pp. 1-50. The cited article, by
Evron M. Kirkpatrick, deals primarily with the 1960 debates, but it also refers to the Dewey-Stassen debate in the
1948 Oregon primary, &ic Saayermnm-Kefiaiven debare in the %) Blenide prissmy, wd the Kenmmiy-Hinmpheey
delmtz ix the 1960 West Virginia pimary as faxstuapers of pn:amg-day presidential dehstes.
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individuals on the basis of their candidacy or potential candidacy for the Presidency in 1988, in
that you will invite 'all individuals associated with, the two major parties who have either
registered a principat campaipn committye with the Commission or hawe psiblicly annsunced the
formatian uf an expiomiory coonnitiee with peapict jo tie 1988 promdensial nemihatiost o
cleatioz. Yenr chnmasterizatinn of thess apjmarapies es a esndidair debate finrther indicates thut
their appatrances are ralatnd to the 1988 pensidentinl carapnign. The dandidatez will be alitoved
to sddress the canvention on any topic or topics of their o choosing and, presumsbly, may
discuss ar advocate their own candidacy as part of their remarks. Your question whether these
candidates may be identified as candidates in their introductions and in the convention literature
also implies that the appearances are intended to be campaign related. In these respects, your
proposed activity is similar to that addressed in Advisory Opizion 198%-13 and leads to the
similer conclusion’ that our propused candidite appeareaces will tiv catopaigs related.®

This anechusian is nod altnred by the Faondatinn’s istantire: that it will not pocmit public

demonstrations from the floor of the convention to support or oppose any candidate and will not
permit any enpress advecacy of the election or defeat of oay candidate or the smiicitation of
contributions ¢o any candidete or candidate's eommiitee. It is also not altered by the Foundation's
promise that it will not pay any honorazinm te any canslidate or will not roizaburse any candidate
or accompanying staff for transportation, travel, and lodging expenses, and will not engage in.
any activities with any candidate or political committee before, during, or after the convention.
The Conmmission notes that similar factors were also absent in Advisory Opinion 1984-13.

Awcxdingly, thu Fommbsaloais sponsnmhip ant firommsing of 8e: conwntion will
conititute enntributions ar expruditures within the nieaning of 2 V.95 441b and, thns, will be
prohibited unless specifically exempted by the Act and regulations. Commission regulations
permit a corpazation, incleding e nonpofit: corporation, to sponsar cither partissn oz nonpartisan
candidate appearances before the specified groups bat net befare the ganeral public. See 11 CFR
114.3(c)(2) and 174.4(a)(2). The Foundation bas no members and plans for the convention to be
open to the general public rather than limited to the specified groups for either partisan or
nonpartisan candidate appearances. Therefore, these exemptions are not applicable to the
Foundation's proposed convention. As discussed above, the proposed activity also does mot
qualify for the nompartisan candidate debute exemption. Since the Foundaticn mny not use its
owm fiinds to defruy e costs of the eouvention, the Cormmiusion nued not ranch imy wasticns
repsarinny the sonsos of the Foumdution's fumls. '

The Cammitsion cmphasizes that it does not purport ta express emy opinion with respect
to the Foundation's qualifications for tax-exempt status under 26 U.S.C. 501(c)(3) or any other
tax ramifications, since such questions are outside its jurisdiction.

— 180Kk .

¢ Your situation diiTers ffom that in Advisory Opinion 19¥4-13 in that the Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization
whereas the requontor in Advisary Opligion 1934-13 ez a tude aomrigion..In alditiaz, you have cited Revenue
Ruling 86-95, 1986-32 LR.B. 4, in support of your position. This revenue ruling, which concluded that a proposed
public forum featuring Federal candidates would meet the nonpartisan test for 501(c)(3) organizations, dealt with .
only the specific factual situation addressed in the ruling. Furthermore, the recognition of a special status for
501(c)(3) organizations in Commission regulations does not extend to sponsoring and financing campaign-related
public appeamances by candidates other than ander the noypartisan candidate debate regulations.

(XS
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This response constitutes an advisory opinion concerning application of the Act, or
regulations prescribed by the Commission, to the specific transaction or activity set forth in your
request. See 2 U.S.C. 437f.

Sincerely yours,
(signed)
Joan D. Aikens

Chairman for the
Federal Election Commission

Enclosures (AOs 1986-26 and 1984-13)

;

b




12844322206

guamian.co.uk|mm

Gay rights champion aims to become

Republican presidential candidate

Fred Karger has already launched a campaign for the nomination
in the key stafes of lowa and New Hampshire

Paul HarrisNewYork
‘The Observer, Sunday 13 February 2011

A vzt

Fred Karger, a gay candidate for the Republican presidential nontination, campaigns at a town hall meeting in Keens,
New Hampshire Photograph: Matthew Cavanaugh

Fred Karger walked into a coffee shop in Manhattan looking every inch the sort of man
who wants to be & Republican presidential eandidate.

The long-time "Grand Old Party” operative, who has served three different Republican
presidenty had close-crapped ey hiair aend wore a shurp Dlue busieuss sait. He
cutched a falder of rampaign litvature sod handad mat a T-shirt emblazoned with
"Iowa 2012". But one key detail made Karger a little different in a Republican field
swirling with names like Jeb Bush, Alitt Romney, Sarah Falin and Mike Huckabee. On
bl suit Jagel Keper were a badge pairing the Stars and Stripes veith the rainbow
coluars of the gay xights moverment.

Karger, 61, whose 2012 presidentiai exploratory committee is perhaps the furthest

advanced of any potential Republican candidate, is openly gay. When he officially

declares hixs run, he will not only be tlre first gay Republican presidential candidate but

alse rire fiest sth sandidate foon dnmpolitical party in American history. "I am a fighter

and I am trying to change the Repiblican party and to open it yp to everybody. If every . LYY
gay person left the Republican paity and went to the Democrats, that would be stupid. I e
believe in smaller federal government and personal responsibility just like my hero,

Ronald Reag:m,” Karger said over a chicken salad semdwich and a olu.

There is no doubting Karger's Republican credentials. He has spent his life working for
the party’s cause as a top strategist. Like Karl Rove, he was a disciple of the
controversial Republican tactician Lee Atwater. Indeed, Karger played a key role in
publicising the "Wfilie Horton" adverts that destreyed the Democratic candidate
Michael Dukakis in 1988. Horton was a jailed murderer let out on a Dukakis-backed
weekend release programme in Massachusetts who committed armed robbery, assault
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and rape whils et large. Karger taurnd the country with relatives of Hoston's vietims, id vape 1. miimatiavey Taopar moin— dos - wndems

draling a fatal blow to Dukakis's image. He does nat regret it for a morent. "No, notin

. theleast," he saidwith.a smile.

But there is, obviously, doubt over Karger's chances in a field likely to be dominated by
people with higher name recognition who are heterosexuals in a party with a dominant
social conservative wing. Yet Kargar is already at work in Yswa amrd New Harmapshire, the
key fiest stzves in the nemimation proeess. Me has visised Jowa live tinees and Now
Hampshire 1) tissen i tim pesi usr: He his jd aived TV aduscts (t: oniy priasiisi
catzdidaty $0 do st) and heiil toses imii wneetings, sttamind vhiuntesns end exen hired

Istxﬂ.

He is bluntly honest about the fact that he is a virtual unknown. His campaign slogan
adorning the T-shirts, badges and frisbees he gives out asks: "Fred who?" Yetit'sa
strategy that has earned him a wave of positive press coverage, including a profile in the
Washington Post. Karger knows that winning the 2012 Republican nomination as a
proud pruclalmed gay man is 2 lonig shot. But getting in the televised zandidate debaoes
might not be. By the: spring he wil probably have a prend operaiion, a 1media presenve,
eanpaign fosnds it the bank, x staif zud o imndquarte. Tt will xiliss Kmsper ® put
gy rigitsa, inclnding gay marrage, aa the table in a party thnt vemily sommsis iteelf
with hluatly disrissing theva. To say the lasrt, it will make intereniing viewling and
unsettle the hig names. "I will take the glovea eff if necessary,” he aaid. He believes his
campaign can raise $5m.

Sine erming ot smami years smy, Kuxgper has bean a vocsl amsopxigner for gay rights

and a high-pznfle oritic of organisations, especially the Mormon church, that oppose
gay maryiage.

Perhaps, then, it is no wonder the Republican establishment is trying its best to excinde
him. Last week’s meeting of the influential Conservative Political Action Committee in
Washington did not invite Karger to speak, though Karger used the snub to generate
media altentinn ta bz sanse. "I canmmt help bat think that I heve bese excluded avicly
baceuse I happen to be gay... I am not some two-headed maonster. I want to sguesh the
anti-gay rhetoric,” he said.

Doadog bis i=ips to Inres snd Neny Hammsivite ofcen spesidirg 24 gay smadot yaonps,
Karger caticed that he vs getting o ot of noasils foom yormg gay nosple sayiag bis
ambitions had belped dheir liwves where they faced prejudice and bullying. Karger
remembered feeling isolated when he was closeted for most of his life and does not
want diisers tu gn tinough bat experiencw. Having an opzsmly gay mem rua foz th
pussidnncy-is vital, he belicis, avom i he fails.

He says the symbolism of paving the way is important, just like it has been with
pioneering but ultimamely umsuccessful women such as Hillary Clinton and black
cand®¥ ftes Kim thr Rev Jese Jackzen. Somewhere In America, Karger hupes, a soeng
wpmupwn!mm?mm I aan do tink, too, one day. "I am doing thisfor
younger people,” says Kaiger. "I am fine now. ] am happy in my skin. But when I was

growing up it was hell. I don't want amyone to go through that. That is what motivates
me 1o n=:ke my voice reard. No more Ms Nice Gay.”

« The following correction was printed in the Observer’s For the recard column, Sunday
20 February 2011. We described Fred Karger as the first gay presidential candidate,
overlooking Joan Jett Blakk who ran in 1992 and 1996 on the Queer Nation party ticket.

pecallsn.coRR @ vandian Mewsund Riedt Lindiednsi
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Candidate excluded from iowa debate: Muscatine-based Iowans for Tax Relief and the Jowa Christian Alliance
group blocks candidate from presidential forum

By Jennifer Meyer of the Muscatine Journal The Muscatine Journal | Posted: Thursday, June 21, 2007 12:00
am | (0) Comments
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MUSCATINE, lowa — Texas congressman Ron Paul’s campaign said Tuesday that a Muscatine-based

tax relief group has excluded the presidential candidate from participating in its June 30 forum in Des
Moines.

Campaign chairman Kent Snyder aaid the GQP candidate learned Tuesday he was nat and wouldn't
be invited to participate in the forum hosted by lowans for Tax Relief and the lowa Christian Alliance.

“If they didn't call us — some of our supporters — we probably wouldn't have known anything,” Snyder
said Wednesday.

According to the Web site for lowans for Tax Relief, candidates who will take part in the forum include
Kansas Sen. Sam Brownback, Califomia Sen. Durican Hunter, former Arkansas governor Mike

Huckabee, former Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney, Colorado congressman Tom Tancredo.and
former Wiscansin governor Tommy Thompson.

-Snyder sa:d-?aul's campaign manager Lew Maore contacted lowane for Taquenefs executive vice

president, Ed Failor Jr. of Muscatine, on Tuesday to see whether the mmpalgn had misplaced or
overlooked an invitation.

“To our shock, Mr. Failor told us Dr. Paul was not invited; he was not going to be invited; and he would
not be allowed to participate. And when asked why, Mr. Failor refused. to explain. The call ended,”
Snyder wrote in a post on Paul’'s campaign Web site.

Failor could not be reached by the Muscatine Journal Wednesday for comment, and a message left at
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Failor told WHO newsradio in Des Moines on Wednesday that several other candidates wera not
invited to the forum, and decisions on who could attend were made months ago by drawing a “line of
credibility.” The interview with Failor and Snyder can be found online at

http:/Aiwww.mickelson.libsyn.com/ and clicking the “Wednesday June 20 2007" ink. The interview
begins at at 1:01:16. :

Snyder said that even if he accepts Failor’s reasoning, “the political landscape has changed. Dr. Paul
is much mere popuiar now that he aver was.”

A Gallup poll on June 18 showed Paul with 2 percent of the vote, putting him on par with Tommy
Thompson, Hunter and Brownback but trailing five other candidates. Former New York mayar Rutly

Giuliani led Republicans with 28 percent, followad respactively by actor Fred Thompson, Arizona Sen.
John McCain, Romney and Newt Gingrich.

Snyder said Paul has experieaced a surge in Web-based popularity, on sites such as MySpace and
YouTube.

He said Paul has a strong record of voting for tax relief measures and pro-life, both of which are sure to
be issues at the forum given its sponsor organizations.

Paul visited fowa once last winter, Snyder said, and is “raking a sincere, serious effort to take part in
the straw pali.”

Contact Jennifer Meyer i& 563-262-6525 or jemifar.meyer@muscaﬁnejourhal:nem.

Copyrigit 2011 The Muscatine Journal All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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" Crashing the party: Republican strategist = féreens

turned gay rights activist ponders a White 1 Tip for a tiny belly

House run sososetmsomeomsoncomsioned

ot AUt down a bit

Dan Zak 2

Wednesday, February 2, 2011; 12:31 PM e !a)’ by
ON ROUTE 202, N.H. — The candidate can't find his lane. The road foﬂowing thl.S
is a crunchy carpet of snow. The candidate drifts too far to the right.

The rumble strip rattles his car. The candidate drifts too far to the left. 1 welrd old tip
"] omn't tell where — " he says, sqninting nto the smvitiing wad. Tp )

"We'te in the middle of the wad," says kis researek assistant caknly.

The car stereo belts the Act 1 finale from the Broadway musical "Wicked,” which is about the Wicked Witch of the
West and how she chose Evil to get ahead but then chose Good because that's how all fables end.

The cardidate — the mam behind the wheel, the man who can't find his lane — is a guy named Fred. He's exploring the

possibility of ramaing for president of the United Btates.

He io daing this ns an opealy gay Republicas wiso's isover held eiective offiae, using money ke amasged as a
conssevative consulieat wim helpeit tospedo Michesd Dukairin with the Willie Horton ads in 1988 and worked for the
tobacco industry to stave off smoking bans in California in the '90s.

Fred Karger, 61, is a nice guy.

He wants his couritty to see timt. Hewanmyoungpypeopletoseahmnmférpm&ent He'd be the ﬁrst-everopenly
gay presidential candidate for a major party if he formally declares. He can see himself as the moderate voice ina
debete crowded with hard-liners.

He has visitest New Hampshir msore thean any sther mesidantial progpecivr in tiis young eloction cyche This skiddy
late-night ritke fkom a pathesbeg s Keoue tp his Cozmand butolis part af*his 11tk trip to the wate in the past year. He's
stipgslmtting amumd, hosting timy town halls, collecting volunteers one by one and arranging coffee dates with policy
experts, academics and state politicians.

This is not a stunt, Fred insists.

&%

e:ﬁ%{ vital and tmsleadmg amendment to the American dream ls "Anyone (fm'}a’garow Up to Be President.”

"“The reality, of course, is that anyone can run for president. Initially, it costs $0, plus the time required to file with the

Federal Election Commission. The list of 2008 presidential candidates is 366 people long. It includes Hillary Rodham
Clinton (Democratic Party), who's followed by Temperance Alesha Lance-Council (party: Unknown); Rudolph W.
Giulinni is just ahead of His Rayal Majesty Cacaar St. Angustio: de Busnaperte, who, according to news clippings,
declared himself emperor of the United States in 1996.

But to become president, one needs money (Barack Obama raised over half a billion dollars) and mantras (" change
"hope," etc.) and the media (your message here).
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And stickers featuring his slightly airbrushed face. Fred has retirement money, which he's burming at a rate of hetween
$20,000 and $30,000 a month on his almost-campaign. And T-shirts featuring a New Hampshire license plate that reads
"FRED WHO?" And customized pins that cross the American flag with the rainbow one.

AndFmdMspikam&mispiﬂ,&mmmﬂeééM

He draws 25 of them to a basement meeting room at the University of New Hampshire in Durham last Tuesday, and
abaut a dosen Deetmnnth Celloge Republisses to a conformrse ronm in Hanover tha followiny night. Hia tortoineshell
glasses, gray wool suits and previnus acting experience might wir him a walk-an past as Johat Skeftery's olden brothen on
"Mad Men." He runs through his biography, outlines his rickety platform (a 28th amendment to lower the voting age,
education reform to make school "more interesting") and campares himself to Shirley Chisholm, the first black waman
elected to Congress, who ran for president in 1972.

Chittholm : Obarma :: Fred : The firsa opsniy gay president of the United States.

"1 know this soumds arazy,” he acknowledgea to the students, v segand him with arahied eyebrows and the occasional
nod. "Why am I here?"

Because tire GOP needs a pro-choice, antiwar, freedom-for-all, spendthrift compromiser inspired by Nelson
Rockefeller and Teddy Roosevelt, he says.

meacmaldéﬁvery of this message isn't as clean. His stump speech is mote of a meander that always boomerangs back
to his retirement hobby: crusading against Prop 8, the Mormon Church and the National Organization for Marriage.

The stusients i shaw up for Froll reem nostnigic fira big-tnnt GOP toey huiven't experionand in theiv lifetimas. Bat
the tent Fred imaghms may de a little 100 iz .

"] think he's a faseinating candidate,” says Dartmouth senier Katie Pine, 21, a government major wha stopped by the

Hanover event hecause she wonders where all the moderates have gone. "He's charming and charismatic, but he
sounds like a Democrat to me.”

"I consider myself a moderate like my boss and mentor, Ronald Reagan,” Fred is fond of saying. “You're never going to
agree 100 perceat with any candidate. I'm more toward the center, and New Hampshire is a centrist state.”

It also rewards Jong-shot candidates who log miles and shake hands. Jimmy Carter, a virtual unknown before the 1976
camguipn, tarmai New Haayuhire iato a lamiting pad with a "Jiemy Who?* sirategy. Pat Burhaen, wiro'd never
beu alected ta pultlic offloz, wom the peimary in 1996. Jobs MeCain and Hilury Clinton, hampeyed by establisimnent
baggage, staged comebacks here in 2008 by dropping their guards and reveling in retail politics.

That's what Fred is doing. His goal is to get into a debate and mudge the GOP's conversation, like Rep. Ron Paul

_-(RzTex.) did in 2008. He wants to make other candidates enswer for their statements (or lack thereof) on gay rights. He

wants to crash the party.

LE R J

] 'N"

On Aguil 10, 1972, Fred ganknd a sarurity bndgs, talked Iis way inlo th Daruthy Clanilles Pavilonin Los Angeles
an!l wnlirod onutagp with a herd of celebrities to salute Charlie Chaplin. Fred stood between Raquel Welch and
Ann-Margret as the silent film star received an honorary Oscar.

Typical Fred. Fred likes a challenge, and the spotlight. He likes to find a way around the word "no," to network above
his paygrade. As a high schooler growing up in Glencoe, IiL,, Fred would dress up, take the traiz: into Chicago, waltz
into formal banquets and enjoy a fancy meal as if he belonged.

"He loved 1o be the venter of attuntion, but also the enginser behind the scenes,” says his good friend Gary Wolfson,
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" whn @tteRded ligh school and the University of Denver with Fred. "He alway's tells peopic hiz wis a closs dlawiihhink ~F1

aof him more as the class instigator.”

He wasn't a standout student or athlete, but his Eddie Haskell nature was a fit for politics. He phone-banked for Nelson
Rockefeller's 1964 presidential campaign and worked for Charles Percy's 1966 and 1972 Senate campaigns. Intent on

cloukirg his sexuality from his Chicago life, hsbuugmhedConproonvem’bleatageBanddrove it to Los Angeles
tder the guise of bocoming an actor.

In a span of three years, he was a passenger in "Airport 1975" and a model foranEdge shaving cream commercial
directad by Jajm Hughea, ami he wor a recwring rale mm a "Welcome Rack, Kotier” spinaff thet acvor aied.

His heart was in politics, though, and he got a foot in the door at the Dolphin Group, a feared and revered consulting
firm for conservative candidates and causes. For 27 years he specialized in opposition research, digging up unsavory
facts that could sink opponents and sway public opinion. He worked on Reagan's '80 and '84 campaigns alongside
firebrand Lee Atwater. He toured the relatives of William Morton's victims around the country in '88 to spin an
exapyerated narative about Dukakis's stance on crime. Fred fought anti-smoking ordinences for big tobacto in the '90s
by peddling polling data that was criticized by some elected officials arid academics for being umscidntific and
deceptive.

"Fred doesn't smoke, but he would show up at these Philip Morris-related events with a fake cigarette in his mouth,
kind of tongue-and-cheek, keeping a sense of humor," says Nicholas Thimmesch II, a senior writer in the Reagan
administration and longtime Washingion media consiisant. "He may not even have thought smaking was a good thing,

‘but he did believe Philip Morris had a legitimate gripe against ridiculaus tobacco lawsuits and restaurant smoking bans.

I think Fred embraces freedons, and that goes for the freedom to be married.”

But he led a double life fbr decmies: Sawvar, straight-imtrag statngist at wuzk, gar man who had loug-term velationships
and wwote cheaks to LGBT smesgs at binne.

"I{ wen hell,” Feod says. "I wes sn wunamfoztable and so mantioms. . . . I woudd go to gay pride paradus and always Inok
for namezas, md hide in the background. 1 had a fit if my picture was taken."

These two lives didn't unite until a couple of years after he retired at age 53. He wanted to "give back" and do
something “significant,” so in 2006 he organized a local coalition to save a historic gav bar near his residence im Laguna
Beach, Calif. In 2008 he formed the nonprofit Californians Againit Hate to'attle Froposition 8, the state constitutional

amendment banning same-sex marriage. He used his opposition-research skills to launch a boycott of San Diego
hotelier Dong Memchester and sharse the Mormen Chureh for fimneling cash ta advance Prop 8.

"Fred in his fiber understimda coalition buiiding and lewarage,” says Rick Jacohs, cheirmms of the Canrage Canpsigy,
am anuatity advacacy arganimtion in Califacnia. "Ono of the reazens I think his presidential nandidacy is a little less
thrn quixotic is becanse ke's o faeused, so geod at getting Inis mnssage aut.. . . If you mix together semeone who really
knows politics and has a point to make, and someone who's a relentless optimist, how do you dismiss that?"

During the Prop 8 fight, be divined the uitimate party crash, the splashiest way to make a point, the biggest idea of alt: a
run at the White House. He crashed the Southern Republican Leadership Conference in April to announce the
possibility of his candidacy. In July he incorportited his exploratory committee and started meetimg with the [eadership
of any LGBT, Demomuemk»egﬂrhmamménwh&%ﬁdmhmm

"This in wmharted territory,” says R. Clatks Cunpeer, esecutive direcmr of tbe Log Cdbin Republicens. "Fram a histowic
stnmdpwim, youehnld lock at his capsiitasy ss a buniiging af diffureut genaratiens. . . . Maybe: kis mere presennc will

tane dowen pntemiial thetemie. It's very difficalt far samepne ® talk negntively ahaat anather person or entity if they'rs
in the room."

But Fred is most comfortable when there's an enemy to fight. For years, the opposition was his candidate’s challenger
or his client's economic foe. These days, his chosen nemesis is Brian Brown, executive director for the National

Organieation for Marriage, which is pushing for a repeal of New Hampshn'e 's same-sex marriage bill now that the state
howuse has a Republican supermajority.
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his trenches in New Hampshire, adopting lacal and state issues as his own: He'skeepmgtabsonbusmesesaﬁ'mtedby
the planned glosure of the Sagamare Bridge in Portsmouth, and last week he released a.cammercial warning the state

" of NOM's repeal tactics.

"History has proven that time spent here equals primary votes," says New Hampshire strategist Mike Dennehy, John
McCain's national political director in '08. "With the exception of Mitt Rommey, Sarah Palin and Newt Gingrich, most
of the pussiblu camdidates have rext Yo no name recegnition in the stawe and are starting at about tho smme lsvei [as

Fred]. . . . There ara signiiicant anrowt of cemter and lefi-af-canter Republicans nwe oo [ thizk vewid be opem taia
candidacy like Fred's."

There is one small problem. When people ask Fred how he'd balance the budget, he smiles and steers the subject back
to gay marriage and NOM and the Mormons. When people ask him how he'd fix health care, he says "I still need to
look into it." There is something refreshing — if entirely unpresidential — about his in-progress grasp of issues. Aftera
lifetime of faking it, he's finally not.

Ii's for votees te jutdge the inerits of his gambit, to determine if it's worthy of the presidential nominating process, or if
it's merely the brilliant tactic of a seasoned operative who's fixated on a single issue rather than a whole country.

LR R

Ireally think of him as a Republican Harvey Milk. He's very funny and very smart and has a great ability to connect
with all kinds of people. . . . There's not the slightest possibility that Fred Karger is going to become president, but if

he could be part of that dialogue — I see real value in that.
— ECleve Jores, pay rights activist

Atotal farce . . . unconstructive . . . unstrategic . . . self-absorbed . . . a fantasy . . . neither thoughtful nor
conservative . . . We don't went to ba special. And Fred's campaign is calling attention 1o the fact that he's special.

— a sampling of how some representatives of gay rights organizations describe Karger's presidential ambitions

LR R

In 48 Ircars Ire's hit two collegs canipuses, a Mexican restaurant in Keene, a yadio station in Manchester and
Portsmouth's Golden Egg diner, where candidates.of yore have poured coffee to demonstrate their folksiness. Under a
leaden sky frozen by single-digit temperatures, Fred zips around in a slush-spattered Lincoln Navigator, passing homes
crowned with icicles, trailing a red rolling duffle bag full of frisbees and T-shirts.

He's shadovme by liis fall-timne rassarch assistant, 27-yean-old Los Angelas msidant Keviv Miniter, who w»e gaptivated
hyﬂ:enoumoftmnsparﬂunshxp, uimhallawsapohhcmbrevere the Clintone (Fred wes a maxed-out Hiflary donar

in 2008), espeusc the word "progressive,” vote for Ralph Nader in 2004 (to protest George W. Bush) and 2008 (to
protest Obama), and stiil call himself a Republican.

"I remiember thinking ‘This is genins,' 2ad 1 imnmediarely got what he's trying to do: He wants to change the political
dialogue," szys Miniter, who met Fred last year aggmﬁmdﬁiuu.

The countyy keaps time by Its panulalows cantrints. In the midterm elections in November, 31 percent of self-identified
msandl@mg ngubhgx_n,upﬁom24percentm2006 Forty-two percent of all voters in New Hampshire are

_"undicetared,” or indepedenst. These are the people Fred's oounting on, the progle who sisow up to his events.
_ "The Republican Party has gotta be tweaked," says retiree and independent Kevin Healy at a Portsmouth gathering

hosted by a friend of Fred's. "They need to focus on issnes, ot ideolegy. . . . [Fred is] kind of as equivalent to a Mama
Grizzly. He's a Grizzly Gay."

At the Goldén Egg , retired secountaats Sheldon and Doreen Kaplan praise Fred's suntiment but remain suspiciots of
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"We're the people in the middle no one cares about," says Sheldon, a Clinton Democrat who voted for Sen. Kelly

- Ayotte (R-N.H.). "I'm not voting for [Obama}. I want someone who won't change his stripes.”

Fred,ofcomse,changedhsstnpes.ﬂeproppedupanestablshmentthatwasmmendlytogayngbtsandthenburs
out of the cleset into a possible presidential run. To some, this soundy like penance.

He doesn't see it this way. He says he was supportive of gay rights anonymously all along, and that if he decides to run
for presicient tes wiil e a candidate fior everyome, not just gays wito want to quarh the Nationai Organinstian for
Marriage.

"It's much more meaningful than that," he says. "I want to be a messenger for my community within the public
discussion. . . . I may ask every Republican looking at running to go have lunch, to meet and chat. If I can make
headway with someone runfing for president, and be perceived as just another guy,' 1 think I would've accomplished
something.”

‘Thomgh dry and didactic on the stump, Fred's a winsome shmoozer. At the Conservative Political Action Conference in
'Washington next week, he plans to ingratiate himself with conservatives, the media and other potential candidates like
Tim Rawleniy, Rick Sangorurgs and Tgxas Gov. Rick Perry. He's struggling to get Ieto a Match 7 cendidate forum In
Iowa, where tha state's Repumidican Naticeaal Camamitteeman vawed ta "work pyerting" to extingpish fiis "radical
homosexual" eandidacy. He's awaiting the criteria to participate in the May 2 debate at the Reagan Library in
California. He's hoping donations take the weight off his wallet by the spring (his first official fundraiser at his second
home in Laurel Canyon, Calif., netted $10,000 Sunday night, and his goal for the campaign is a "frugal" $5 million).

By the spifhg he plamss to ment a five-bedroom house in the nor#h end of Manchester tu establish a heallquarters for
campaign pracinct waiks. The only thieg that stands betvarea hix name arel the New Hatepshire prinerry ballot is e
$1,000 fee. Anyone, after all, can run for president.

This is crazy, Fred knows, but ba's never filt nmare sons.

View all comments that have been posted about this article.
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A change in political seasons
January 30, 2011

By Jan. 30, 2007, 11 Remmmmmm—ammowmmmmmm—
to.run for peasidant the follewing yeas. Fonx years latar, only two notable candidrtes — talk-ehow bast red businsssman Herman
Cain, and California political constltant Fred Karger — have made simiar announcements.

2008 CARDIDATES )

March 9, 2008: John Cox, businessman, announced his candidacy. His campaign ended in late 2007.

~Oct. 30, 20d5: Duncen Hunter, Cafifarmia camgrewsaam, esrasnasd he was formiog exgionmiany oeniniidee. He announced his

candidacy on Jan. 25, 2007, and dropped out on Jan 19, 2008.

Nov. 20, 2006: Rudy Giui2ni, former New York City mayor, filed pgperwork for exploratory committee. He announced candidacy
on Feb. 5, 2007, and dropped out on Jan. 30, 2008.

Nov. 1€, 2008: John WicCaln, szrater florn Arizona, ﬂledtoea&.‘!bhwloratmymmﬁtw He announced his eandiducy on
April 25, 2007.

Dea. 4, 2006: Sam Brownback, senniar from Kansas, fied to ustattivh expiorQory conmittee. He launched his bid bir Jan. 20,
2007, and dwmped out Oct. 19, 2007.

Den. 13, 20086: Tomny Thompeno, former Wisnansin gawarnor, fied to esiablish axpinratory committee. He annaumond his
candidacy en April 4 and dropped out an Aug. 12, 2007.

Jan. 3, 2007: Mitt Ronney, former Massachusetts governor, filed to establish exploratory committee. He announced his
candidacy on Feb. 13, 2007, and dropped out on Feb. 7, 2008.

ol

Jan. 9, 2007: Jim Gimore, former Virginia govemor, filed to establish exploratory committee. He announced his candidacy on
April 26 and droppati oGt e= Jaly 14, 2007.

Jan. 11, 2007: Ron Paul, congressman from Texas, filed to establish an exploratory committee. He announced his candidacy on

March 12, 2007, and dropped ait on March 6, 2008.

Jan. 16, 2007 Tom Tancredo, former Colorado congressman, announced that he would form an exploratory committee later
that week. He announced his candidacy on April 2 and dropped out on Dec. 20, 2007.

Jan. 28, 2007: Mike Hiskaksn, fsrmur Arkansas governer, anrmneedhewouldﬂetoformaneprratorycommteethem
day. He dropped out on March 4, 2008.

June 2047: Fred Thwxesonn, fonaar US senstar fro:n Teramesee, Snromd a “tasting the wadms” committee. He declared he was
running on Sept. 5. 2007. He dropped out on Jan. 22, 2008.

2012 POTENTIAL CANDIDATES

Fred Karger: A Califomia-based poftical consultant and gay rights activist. Karger, who would be the first openly gay
prasidendial candidata of eithar party, formed an exploratory cammittee on July 18.

Fiavesam Caisx Former CHRMF execuive of Godiather's Pizza, former chairman of the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City, and

host of Atlanta-based radio show. cdhi,‘WhohasstrongTeaPanysmpoﬂ. announced on Jan. 12 he would form an
comiittee.

Tim Pusulenty: Foamer hineeacin govamor nas haen Waveling yidely to proomte ida bonk and explore a presidential run. He has
pitched himself as a blue collar, “Sam's Club Republican,” and said he will make a decision in March or April.

Mitt Romney: Fermar Massechusatis gowernor and farmer Bain exacutive has bean seen as the sstablishment candidsta,
particulasly for a party that tends to reward faithful stalwarts who lose in the previous nominating contest. Romney spent much of
last year raising money and endorsing candidates in the midterm elections. He is not expected to announce until the spring.

i
John Thune: The South Dakota senator won his seat in an upset win in 2008 over incumbent “Tom Dasclile, the former majority I
leader. He is seen 2 a rising star — a Republican versiun of Berak Obema -- ard has been urged to run by Senate Miinority '



C mapy

12044222210

itohMeGonnall. Thune says-be will malke a-decisida spen~— -+ - - Lagierifcirhielonad TPumm A T &

. Newt Ging 10-term Georgia congressman and House speaker led the Republican takeover of the House in the

mid-1990s. But following GOP loses in 1998, he resigned from both the speakership and his congressional seat. He toyed with
running for president in 2008 but opted out. He said he would announce his intentions by the emd of March.

Mike Huckabee: The former Arkansas govemor surprisingly won the lowa caucuses in 2008. As an ordained Southern Baptist
mirkéter, e won eppeei froan evangifionl Cliemtisns, and lis sang showing mete it diffios ter Romney to go hewa-{lu-haad Vrith

Sericr Jolm Mafak). Neaw hist of a Fox Newis shoy, be said he scould met aibke me offickal snesurssment uiiil “tise Intlon pmat of
the seiinmner, if at all.”

Sarah Palin. The former vice presidential mmiraelasdomﬁtﬁetostayoﬂoﬂtaspoﬁghtsimtheZOﬂBnpaignAﬂermsigning
as Alaska governor, she has been a fraquent presence in the media, commenting on national events and filming a reelity TV show
about life in Alaska. She has said she is considering a presidential run but has not given any sense of timing.

Midiadte Bachneay The lifinmwniem i shrrtieg amt b thia tarm in Ceyeess bl has wenics a malanal protee throwugh television
appearances, controversial statements, and prodigious fund-raising. A founder of the House Tea Party Caucus, she has been seen
as a thwmn in the exiv of Hause Reptuinmns ieativrs, nust reeshily for giving a taienissd respunse o tie paesidbnt’'s St of the
Ukinon acidnmias that vompabed with the sfiicil GOP resasass. She visiind lawa errier tais mamath.

Jmﬂmbmmmmgovemrnfuulwasappomed ambassador to China by President Qbama, in what some viewed as a
canny move to eliminate a potential political rival. Huntsman — who, fike Romney, is Mormon and wealthy — recently purchased a
hame in Washington and has not tamped down specuiation he would nun for president.

Haley Barbour: The gevernor of Mississippi Is a former chainnan of the Republican Natione! Commiitee who most reaently ren M
Rupulnican Gevemon: Ausocition — aixl was Haifed 1ot his sbiRy to raise money and capiome comer offices. He sald he wouldn't
announce any plans until after the legisiative session wraps up in April

Niileh Daniala: Thba indiana govarnar, n formor top offimiat at
ENi Lilty and Co. -

wasbudgetdimctormderseorgew Bush (who gave him the nickname TheBlade"fortiscost—cmtlngprocllvllIes) He said he
woddmtammhlsphnsuﬂtheleglshhvesmmwrapaupmlateAan

RickSaMunnTlufor?ﬁerMo—tenneongressmnfmnPemsylvariawonaUSSemteseath1994. where he rose to number 3
GOP Readeishib position bot was hangiey defeated i his 24896 reefttion bid. A seciat aind fiszal conservative, lie hes bexn arnerg

the nwst sotive in treeseling and [wring staff in early primeny states, inclding New Hampshire. He said in an interview there was “zero
¢hance” of him announcing anything before April.

Jim DeMint: The sesaiar frarn South Chniin haa enlagonmed estiblishasent Psnubiicans by endeeding msncasem Tea Party-basdeed

candiclates during GQP primarias. Ha has desied that he will min for prasideat bt stinaa spas:dsimn by announcing a trig fo lowa ia
Msrch for a censervative farum.

Ron Paut: The Texan is entering his 11th term in Congress. He has twice run for president — in 1988 as the Libertarian nominee and
again in 2008 for the Republican nomination — and attracted a devoted following. He consistertly performs well in straw pois of the
paicty felllhful, inchuding the Censervative Follical Actien Cenference poll last yrrar. His won, Rend, just wen a US Sexdt seat n

Kemualy. He him eutd s vwould censider another presidential campaign, but he has also sald he'’s mulling a US Senate bid in Texas.

Rudy Giiani: Served two tlanxs as mayor af New York, ingliding decng the Sapt. 11, 2001, athacks. He sought tis Ragubien

namingliah in 2008, it parforred poerly in the early carous and primary statas. l-bsaiﬂhammummw&dmmm
run for preaigant.

SOURCES: Democracy in Actior; amﬂdatemmmﬁsandwebsiles;mwsrepoﬂs

© Obpyright 2011 Globe Kewspaper Company. e
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Potential '12
contenders visiting
before election

Whitten by
JASON CLAYWORTH

10:18 PM, Oct. 25, 2010|

An army of possible 2012 Republican
presidential candidates is marching into
lowa, the nation's first caucus state, in this
final week of the midterm election cycle.

On the list: {ormer Pennsylvania 8en. Rick
Santorum, former Massaehusetie Gov. Niitt
Romney, gay civil rights Republican activist
Fred Kargwr, Mississippi Gow. Haloy
Barhaur, Louisiana Gov. Bobby dindwt,
Virginia Gov. Rob MeDonnell, Texas Rep. *
Ron Paul and Minnesecta Gov. Tim Pawlenty.

Except Karger, all say they are on the
campaign trail to stump for governor
candidate Terry Branstad and other
Republican candidates or their issues. But
they are alsv prometinng - &t feast Indiectly
- their cam nationml political prominense.

Some also bring campaign cash. Pawienty,
who has made the most visits to lowa of the
potential caucus candidates, has already
donated nearly $114,000 to lowa

" Republican canBidates.

"National Republicans - be they the ones
who will be here in the next week or the
ones that have been here to hrlp out like
Sarah Palin or (New Jersmy Gev.) Chria
Christie - reocognizo that it probabiy pays
dividends dewn the rond if they ware
helpful in making us stacessful in 2010,"
said lowa Repuklican Party Chairman Matt
Strawn. "It at least gives them something
that they can point to showing they helped
the cause.”

Democrats have their own big names
coming, although not as large a herd as the
Republicans, or, with the exaxeptino of Vica
President joe Bidea, the profia of fisture
national candidatas.

On Thursday Sen. Tom Harkin will
campaign with Gov. Chet Culver and Senate|
candidate Roxanne Conlin.

On Friday, Biden will campaign for U.S.
Rep. Brave Braley.

Also Friday, fJormer lowa first lady Christie

Viisack will speak at a fundraiser for
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Francis Thicke, the party's candidate for
state agriculture secretary.

Some Democrats maintain hope that
Presitent Batmck (Bbamna villl mako & stop
in lowa tn campmign for Calver. On Sept.
20, when Obama spoke at a backyard
gathering in Des Moines, Culver said he
expected the president would retum in
support of his re-election.

"We haven't heard anything more,” Culver
said Monday, when asked about a possible
campaign stop by the president.

Swaarp and Demecratic strategist Rab Tully
said the real boost of having big names
come to candidates’ events is not so much
to change votars' minds. It's to help
campaigns raise enthusiasm |evels to

inspire voters to make their way to the
polls.

An exaraple & Sen. Tom Hatkin's ra-
elextion bid in 1996 against Republican Jim
Lightfoot, which benefited from a visit by
then-Prasident Bill Clinton, Tully said.

"That fumed it areund,” Tully said. "Thasa
last few days are important. They're
important for candidates, but more
importantly, they're important to rally our

base to do the work they need fo do to get
thae vate out.”

Pawlanty, Efinresata’s govarrmr, has a full-
time stsffei werking in lowa to help
Republicans win in next week's elections,
said Alex Conant, a Pawlenty spokesman.
This weekend will mark Pawlenty’s seventh
visit to Im since the 2008 elections.

- the three lewa Supreme Court justices on

"Conservatives stand to make great gains in
lowa this fall, and Governor Pawienty wants
to support those efforts," Conant said.

Both Culver and Branstad have planned
busy schedulea tkrapgh Nuov. 2.

On Monday, Culver boasted of having twice
as many events scheduled as Branstad in
the final days of the race. He accused
Branstad of vacationing over the weekend
in an effurt to duck talking about issues
such as hew he'll vote on whether to retain

next wa=k's oadlot.

"Terry Brasistad is on wacation, folks,”
Culver said Monday to a crowd of about 60
people at Baby Boomers restaurant in Des
Moines as he kicked off what he calls his "
Main Street versus Wall Street” tour. "He
has baen off since Thursday. He's not on
the campaign trail again until tomorow,
with Mitt Romaay, his Weil Strost buddy."

Between last Thaieday and Nov. 2, Cubeer's
campaign has schedulad at least 72

Wem BHawmn 256:
e:  Your daughter insists

s On wearing her princess

F costume to the grocery
store, Allow it or not?
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campaign stops.

Branstad, in the same time, has 36

scheduled campaign evenfs that were open

to the genesal public, nore: of thema
betvraen lert Thursday's dehate and
teday’s 10 a.m. event in Cedar Rapids,
where Romney will spaak.

Branstad in the past few days conducted a

fundraising house party and a meeting with

employees at Pioneer Hi-Bred and did
media interviews, said spokesman Tim
Albrecht. He also spoke with Des Moines
business lemdars Moaduy and planned to

attend a GOP event at Tassel Ridga Winary

Monday svening.

"Rather than worrying about our schedule,
which includes 36 events over the next
seven days, we wish Chet Culver would f
ocus on recovering the 55,000 jobs lost
since he became goveinor,"” Albreclit said.

Campaigning in lowa

TODAY

- Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney will *
campaign with Republican dandidate for govemor
Termy Branstad at 10 a.m. at the Hotel Kirkwood,
7725 Kirkwood Bivd. S.W., Cedar Rapids, and a
noon event at the Grand River Center, 500 Bell St.,
Dubuyue.

- Farmer Panssyivaatia San. Risk Sentowimwill be
part of a tnsx to encoumage votes egainst ralaining
the thzee lows Sypreme Court justices whose ruling
last year allowed same-sex matriage in lowa. The
tour is hosted by the Family Research Council
Action and the National Organization for Marriage.
Santorum’s stop will Be at 2:38 p.m. at Chy Square,
120 N. FiRkh St., Fort Dadge. Santurwnlso held
emsts on Monduy for U.&. Rep. Tom Laiam sind
sia'a Rpm. Chiis Hpgeensy of Winsdsar Heights.

-%mMﬁWFMW.mh

considering a run for president, will speak with
several clasoes or groups ¥ the Univemily of v,

" The final sweiing s with e elfig's Republiosn

group at 9 p.m., 61 Schiiaer Hall, leusy Clty.

WEDNESDAY _

- Misslissippi Gov. Haley Barbour, Louisiana Gov.
Bobby Jindal and Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell will
campaign for Branstad at an event that begins at 11
a.m. at the Jasper Couity Republican.Farly
Headquarters, 187 First Are. V¥., Newiton.

THURSDAY

- lowa Sen. Tom Harkin will take par in the "Get-
Out-the-Vote" tour with Culver and Roxanne Conlin,

a Democrat challanging Sen. Chucic Grassiey. Detalls
of the event were not firalizad ot press tima.

FRIDAY

- Vice President Joe Biden will attend a campaign
event for U.S. Rep. Bruce Braley. Doors open at 10: *
30 a.m. at the Grand River Center, 500 Bell St.,
Dubugque.

= Democrat nnd feimesr lowa fisst fsdy Christin
Vilsack will atiend a fundraiser for Francis Thicke, a
Democrat running for lowa secretary of agriculture.
The event begins at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Dave
and Tamera Hubler, 6196 Kings Way, West Des
Moines.

- Texas represemtive snd fermer presidental
candidaie Ron Paul will spean # 7:45 pim. al e

University of lama’s Main Lounge in Memorial Union,
125 N. Madison St., lowa City.

SUNDAY

Mom Dilemma #36:
Your daughter insists

.on wearing her princess
fcostume to the grocery
store, Allow It or not?
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- Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty will campaign for
Branstad #t an wvent that bagins at 1 p.m. at the

Hwy. 34 W., Caceols, and at a'second event that
begins at 2:30 p.m. ai Godiafher's Pizaa, 1002 N.
John Wayne Drive, Wialerset.

Clazhe County Eaingrosmids Events Certler, 2070 U.S.

Mom Dilemma #36:
Your daughter Insists

on weating her princess

’ costume to the grocery
store, Allow it or not?
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"The Caucus

The Politics and Government Blog of The Times

NOVEMBER 24, 2010, 6:10 PM
Gay ‘Progressive’ Republican on Air in Iowa
By JAKIE LORBER

It’s never too early to test the waters — especially for an openly gay “progressive” Republican trying to
snag the party’s 2012 presidential nomination:

Fred Kargey, a loug-time political operative who was a campaign aide to Ronald Reagan, has already
started broadcasting campaign advertisements in Iowa and New Hampshire.

In a gpn-senand spot that will rua twice daily on Fax News thmoughout Iowa for a week, Mr. Karger calls

himself an “independent Republican” and says he is testmg the waters in Iowa to see if I can raise some
funds from my friends.”

“Mr. Karger, 60, has usver held elected o.fﬂee and acknowledges that he does not have much of a shot at

winning his party’s nod. Instead, his goal is to make history as the first openly gay presidential candidate
for a major party.

“My ovorriding goal in to T a participant it thee chubllcm debatem,” bw said in an intezviaw on

- Wednesday. “] need to start early.”

But Mr. Karger is hardly a politicnl naophyte. He wairkad alangside the famnd Repmuhliean staategist, Lee
Atwater, te derail Michael Dukakis's 19088 presidential campaign against George H.W. Bush. He was an
outspoken critic of the Mormon Church for backing the 2008 ballot measure outlawing same-sex
marriage in Californiai The liberu magazine Mother Jenes destribad Mr. Kaxgar as one of the G.O.P’s
“top dark-arts opmrators” hua profile lmit spring.

Mr. Karger has already run a one-minute television ad in New Hampshire for a week in Septembei'. The

two ad buys cost him about $1,000 each — pecket change by most causgpaign’s standamls; in returs;, Mr.
Koxger gats some foce timd in Gie two states that play key roles early in the primary season.

Mr. Karger has beaz busy for a long-shot single-ieme enudidatc. Ho announced his interest in rusming
for prosident in April and established an axploratary eamanitiee three picahs lairr. Since than he hes
made 14 trips to New Hampshire ar Iowa ard row emgploys twa full-time cempaign aides.

Between divisions within the Republican Party and President Obama's failure ta deliver on promises to
the gay community, Mr. Karger said “the time is nght."\'ﬁi

Copsipht 2511 The New Yark Tinres Cornpmy l Pfsucy Policy | BYFimes.eom 620 EZhth Aveou! 12w Yark, BY 10038
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Political Hotsheet December 2, 2010 4:05 PM

Will Opeunly Gay Republican Fred Karger

‘Run for President in 2012?

Posted by Lauren Seifert
Fred Karger insists he has strong Republican credentials.

"I have a great credo as a Republican,” he told CBS News chief political consultant Marc Ambinder on
Thursday's Washington Unplugged. "I've worked fer President Reagan as a senior campaign consultant in 1980

and 1984. I've supported President George H. W. Bush. I've worked on nine presidential campaigns and this
would be my tenth.” :

What's interesting s that this longtime Republican is 6penly gay and may also run for president in 2012.

"I will make a daxision probehly ‘within ths next several months," he tald Ambhinder. "I'm going to meat with

some of my friends and advisers, and try to make a decision on whether or not to proceed. I'm testing the
watere."

Karger wants voters to know this isn't a joke, and he has the credentials to back up his possible run. "I had two

goals this year,” he said. "One was to prove to people that this isn't a stunt. That if I do run this is very serious,
and step two is to prove that I'm credible, and I think I've pretty well established that.”

Kargar is a pmsionate eunporter mnd actidst fur the repaal of thy: miliiary's "Dem't Ask Dun't Tedl” policy and
ofhar gay rights ssues. Anebitider eaked hire how he would grade President QObame’s perfbmmnce when it
comes to tackling gay rights issues.

"Ou gay, civil rights issues, things that's he's poomised us, he gets a D a4 best,” Karger replied, "I'im hoping this
month, in lame duck, we'll get 'Don't Ask, Don't Tell' repealed.”

He continued, "It's a no-brainer. It teaches younger people in this country discrimination; gay and straight. It's
really a disgrace, and our country should be embarrassed.”

The Republican also noted that President Obama dogsn't have the energy and enthusiasm that he had as .
cainlidate Obeema. "1 think he's wed happy," he midx\ﬁae seems dopreamd to me. His wife seams yery
depressed. I don't think they're hovaig a wry guod time in this.”

Kmger's beer well received in Iowwa and New Harapshize, where he's taken a number of trips o test the waters
and has even released two comunercials. But not overyone has embraced him with open arms, including Iowa
Republican National Committeeman Steve Schefler who, according to Karger, had less than kind words for hir

"He said, "You and the radical homosexual community are not welcome in Iowa. I'm going to work overtime' --



- 1nd this was an intefestihg*chiéite of words -- 'to abort your candidacy,”™ Karger said, "T've friéd t¢ iiigét with
i, I've tried to reach out to him. He's never even met me." A message left for Mr. Schefler was-not
immediately returned.

Regardless of the criticism, Karger is stepping into history if he ultimately decides to run. As he told Ambinder,
"There's never been a gay person who's run for president of thie Unitéd States before. There's great intrigue with
that, and certainly in [lows and New Hampshire] they've been extremely courteous.”

Watch Thursday's Washington Unplugged also featuring director and producer Doug Liman on his new film Fair
Game, the real life tale of expased CIA operative Valerit Plame, starring Sean Pean and Naomi Watts.

‘What's Your Take? AwesomelShocking2InfuriatingSImportant6
Don't Miss This
Scroll Left Scroll Right
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Publlshed on Fox News (h;tg Hpolitics hioas.foxnews.com)

Home > Blogs > Kiistin Brown's blog > Republican and Gay-Rights Activist Gears up for a Presidential Run

Republican and Gay-nghts Actlwst Gears up for
a Presidential Run

By Kristin Brown
Created 2010-11-24 11:49

The ink is barely dry on the midterm election ballots, but the 2012 presidential campaign is already
officially underway. One Republican has launched an exploratory committee, released a presidential

campafign ad; and even paid a visit to lowa, the first state to-hold a presidential caucus every election.
That Republiczat is Fred Karger r11.

Fred whe, you ask?
That's exactly why he's starting so early. Nobody knows who he is.

Karger i$ a former aide to President Ronald Reagan iz and describes himself as an "independent
Republican.” He's also openly gay, and his platform mostly centers arcund gay-rights issues, like ending
the "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" military policy and legalizing gay marriage. Karger founded "Californians
Agginst Hats," agroup thet encouraged Cafifornians to vote against Preposition 8, which effectively
barned gay marriage In the stats. Proposition 8 paseed in 2008.

Karger released his pigsidential campaign ad m this week, in whieh he's seen strolling through what
appears to be an lowa fair - introdueing himself, shaking hands, handing out frisbees, and generally
trying to spread his name around.

"Befere 1 run for president, | need your help,” Karger says in the ad. "I'm testing the waters in lowa to see
if | can raise some funds from my friends.”

Karger faces a steep challenge indeed - without name recognition, fundraising for a presidential
canuieizn will likely prove daunting. Although he worked as a political consultant for years, Karger has
never held eleoted office - but paints hiimaelf as a "true outsider” trying to change the system.

"I'na cancarnad that the partisan rancor'a anly gaing te cantinue ard gat in the way of aurcotntny/’s
progress,” he says in the ad.

] :f-:- ?-
N 2012 Electioi-

Source URL: hitp://politi

Links:
[1] hitp://www_fredkarger.com/

[2} htp:/vwww . foxnews.comftopics/politics/ronald-reagan. hitmir_src=ramp
[3) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXvZvawDWVM
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Long shots crowd GOP field
By: Alexander Bumns
February 10, 2011 04:41 AMEST

A pack of longer-than-long-shot Republican presidential hopefuls have lined up for the
2012 campeign, drawillg atientios to thnmselves by Maiting eeriy-primacy stakes and raising
the prospect ef a larger and mnin ecleckis field than ary in rcant memory.

They can't compete with the GOP’s heavy hitters for money, media attention or, in all
likelihood, votes. They defy the laws of political logic. Yet they’re running anyway — to
gain personal celebiity, to draw attention to issues they care about or just to see whether,
agaihst dll plausitile expectdfions, they can catch fire on the campaign frail.

Their aumtiemss incliide a paas-osncufive-tamed-tea«party-actiitst, a poiitios# consuitant
who contributed to Hillary Clinton in 2008, multiple congressional backbenchers and at

least four former govemnors and sonntors who've faded fiom the sorne, only to reserface ia
time for 2012. '

While these potential candidates may not have much in common, they share a recognition
that the barriers to entering a presidential race are lower than ever — and that even a
losing presidential candidate has something to gain from having run.

The mai)nt of hisloiry is against most of thom. Dasplte the fact ﬁ\d no sitting House
mrenber hes won the pirideoey sinee 1680, saverdl House nitmbers — imong them

Minnesota Rep. Michele Bachmann and lowa Rep. Steve King — have said they would
consider munning under the right citcumstancas.

Only nominally more viable are several politically dated former governors, including
George Pataki of New York, libertarian-leaning Gary Johnson of New Mexico and
Louisiana's Buddy Roemer — an ex-Democrat whose sole term ended in the early 1990s.

Former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum is another improbable. He lost his last race five
years ago by a wide margin. ... - '

Thamr there is fonreer Newsda candidaie Shamon Angle, coming <8f uonsecutive dofestn ir
the stabu Sermie, the U.S. Hauge and lthe U.S. Senefe. Despite those setbaeks, she
recantly made a much-roted appearance in lowa and-isn't ruling out a campaign for
president. Neither is former United Nations Ambassador John Bolton, who has never run
for effice before and is-best known for. his gig as a Fox News oommentgtor. _

“Everybiody who runs for president knows they probably have long odds,” said Bavid
Yep=en, a fonmer longtime Pes Moines Register reporter who now directs the Paul Simoe
Public Pdficy Irsslifote at Sedthem Hfinois University.

But running for president has rewards for even the most extreme underdog, Yepsen said.
“They’ra asked to eamreont oa things. Yes, they command lacture fees and uan sell hiooks
and czn wind up on a TV progran,” he cantinued. “You generally wind up with an
enhanced status of some kind. It's not true for everybody, but it's true for most of them.”

That might explain some of the other candidates who are floating their names or making
moves toward running: New York real estate moqul Donald Trump: Herman Cain, the

b}
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fermer CEO of Godfather's Pizza kiiewn for speaking et conservative-gatimfiogs;-nd Fred=-~ ~

Karger, a GOP operatijve and Hillary Glinton donor running on a pro-gay-tights platform.

It's a long way from 1988, when the Democratic field was mocked as “Gary Hart and the
seven dwarfs.” Those “dwarfs” included a future House minority leader (Rep. Dick
Gephardt), a Cabinet secretary (Arizona Gov. Bruce Babbitt) und two foture viee presidents

(Sers. Al Gore and Jua Biden) — plus Massechusetts Gov. Michasl Dukakis, who actually
won ihe nomirtation.

As the 2012 cycle begins to get under way the sheer volume and eocentticity of
candidates censidaring the rare am striking by comparisan.

For some of the prospective candidates, there are obvious upsides to a campaign. Dusty
former officeholders get to be part of the national conversation again. Ideological mavericks
get a platform to speak dbsout their ideas. Minor legislaters and failed canididates saddenly
get tresited like genuine pewer players.

Bsshmemn, a coagressienal backbenuher who dropped a short-lived bid for House

leadership, even had her response to the State of the Union broadcast on CNN after she
made a trip to lowa.

Johnson, the former two-term New Mexico govemor, said the campaign was at a point
where candidates wanted to “see if throwing-that spit wad up against the window sticks.”

*Their idea is to see if people fibck to them,” Johnson said of the growing candidate field.

“It ranely happsns. But they do that, and lhe reality of that comes hame ad, In most
cases, they don't run.

Johnson, who left affice in 2003, said that whiln New Mexica hap a Senate seat open in
2012, he's not interested in running for any federal office except the presidency.

' “If 1 were looking at it, it wauld be the notion that maybe | might be the only one saying

something different than the other 19, Jahnson said.

Karger, for one, lacks Johnson’s cachet as a former top elected official. He is more or less
upfront #bout his chances, citing the late Rep. Shilley Chishelrn — who wag the first bleck
candidats to seek a major-party norhination — @8 #n ingpiration for his run as an openly
gay Republican.

“She wanted to pave the way for athera in haer community” when shre ran in 1972, Kerger

said. “l want to let young people in my community know they can da anything they want to
do, even run for president of the United States.” )

That task will get ea:éer, Karger said, if he's included in early candidate debates. s
“ that happens, as'\Tv;e've seen with others, there could be a breakout Avoment and B
anything 'can hapben,” he sald.

If thar cartpaign were a reality #hwa, it might bo calted “Amprica’s Next Top Ron Paal” —
named for the quirky Texas congressman whose anti-war, pro-gold-standard platform won
him wide notice and more than a few vetes during thg 2008 Rapublican primaries.

“You don't have to be a longtime party elite, at this point, to think you have viability to run
for office at a variety of different levels,” said Jesse Benton, an adviser to Paul's 2008
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media has really revolutionized whe has access to run.”

Benton was skeptical that any of the 2012 newoomers would be able to replicate what his
boss accomptlished in 2008 and wondered if any could match Paul’s “35-year record of
consistency.” y

Sure enough, Paul is planning a trip to lowa in March and has not ruled out another
national campaign in 2012.

He's also a prime example of a marginal candidate who came out dramatically better off
after a losing campaign. Paul’s now the high-profile ehairman of the committee that
oversees the Federal Reserve. And the national following he developed in 2008 helped
elect his son Rand to lhe Senate last year from Kentucky. Benton managed Rand Paul’s
campaign.

That's the bottom line for many of the candidates embracing their impossibly long odds for
2012: Even if they can't win the nomination, they also can't really lose.

“Is Pat Buchanan better off toxlay than he was hefore ha ran?” Yepsen asked, referring to

the 1992-vintage gadfly-tumed-MSNBC-pundit. “l think that clearly enhanced his stature as
a presidential candidate.”

© 2013 Capitol News Company, LLC ' IRIDES o
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path blocked by prejudice St
By Sean 1. Miler - 01/07/11 06:44 PM EY %_:R"IE__

The only openly gay Republican exploring a presidential bidis ™"
fighting t» be imalnded in an upecoming candidates forum hosted by the lowa

Fred Farger, a retired GOP consiltant from California, told The Ballot Box he's
been excluded from the March 7 event because of his sexual orientation.

But Steve Scheffler, president of the Iowa group, said Karger wasn't among the
15 potential candidates invited to attend because he only talks about one lssue —
gay rigins. "We're inviting all potential candidates who are legitimate
candidates,” Scheffler told The Ballot Box. Karger "is not a legitimate
cantiidate.”

"That'semde for homoghabia," sail Karger, who werkad az a eonsultant smthe
late Ronald Reagan’s eampaigua for sovesnar and president. "T'm going ta send
him a lett=r and ask that I be included, and I'm going to look to the [Federal
Election Commission] to see what the rules are.”

After a career in campaign politics during which he kept his orientation hidden,
Karger retired into the role of gay-rights advecat. He's conidering a run for
president, he said, in crder "to send a messuge to youngee people.” And he's
alrasdy bugen Hiplny the gnoandwerk for & casspign.

Karger has forpmd s sxplorsd=ry comesittee, but is using his owe mooey ta
fund his travel ta lows and New Hampshirg, where he has two staff meashers.

“I'm going to fight, as mmpotuﬂmu:ﬂndmdo,togamﬂmem
and debates, and 1 will. This is rumber one,” he said.

Karger said Schefiler has tried to menace him out of entering the race for the
Repiblican nomination.

“[He]) threstmwsl nve i 2 perooual o mwll,” !uulruﬂ. “[Schetfler sxid] Ie'd
'wozik Grexiiioms 40 abwrt ney candidmr.”

Scheffier daslised to commont on his exchanges wéth Kagger.

The forum is expected to draw potential GOP presidential contenders such as
Mitt Romney, Tim Pawlenty and Sarah Palin. The lowa Christion Alliance also

1L

Potential White House candidate says |mcomwer |

orts | Jobs

LATEST BALLOT BOX HEADLINES

o [ENC chairman will head to NLH. for March
fundraiser

¢ Republicans and thelr allies heap
pressure on xuinerable Dems

= Thune says ‘timing didn't feel right’ for
2012; leaves 2078 optibne open

e Sen. Ensign fases gusstions about affalr
during foram

¢ Bachmann's canalaily ghesen werdy
frame GOP peoujdaniiin] message
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i2d formes New Mexico Gav. Gary Johnson (K], Whons & Staunch adencate "
for legalizing marfjuana.

C).ADD YOUR- CONNENT

"E|1|2|a|>

Thereis peranoia for the pobitical correciness erowd: CODE-PHOBIA ! When some
mm:'mm;umophﬁqﬂdmnwum'a

CODE for whatever cause they tout. 1 have 2 good code wond :BEESSSSS!

Believe me, it can happen!
BY BARRY IN D.C. onmltﬂ[aonnm.“

Golobhwahﬁle.ndboknhﬁw mhmemmmmmmﬂ
bave the minar thiogs Eke the wars, 2consery, fexes ont “at a future date”™

1am & couservative that happens to be gay, and I would not vote for him from what 1 saw.

Take the time lo also listen to hisintexview ou the page- It is all about gay rights

BY LES_GVT mx p1/08/ant1 st 00sg0

ﬁevﬂﬁhb«uukboﬂnghlhpodm_ '
ivnawnwwnoh o:[oolaowmbom

»"

Here we go again. Uspolhhﬂyimvpunedmhﬁumdmmdsnm
but if we speak curviews on this issire we are "humophobic™ Sory, [ won't compromise
my views or principles. Homosexuality is a zinlll Are you tolerating MY view??? Didnt

thinkso...

BY POLITICALLYINCORRECT on 01/08/2011 at 01:28

Add Comment
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Karger to release anti-NOM ad

By Shira Schoenberg
Created 01/26/2011 - 16:32
Capita! Beat

Fred Karger, a presidential contender and gay rights activist from California, will be releasing a statewide
TV ad on Thursday.

The ad, titlad “The Battle of Concord +2011" will oppose attempts by the National Organization for
Marriage to get the state Legislature to repeal gay marriage. Karger, who is visiting New Hampshire for
the 11th tinoe, said the ad buy will start Thursday an WMUR and will then be hroadaesst on statewire
cable. The buy will cost less than $1,000.

Karger has fought tire National Organizdtion for Marviage in Maine and Califomia. “I'm calling them a'

" huite group,” Karger said.

Karger, who is spending the antire week in Now Hampshire, will travel to Cenrord amd Maochester with
former Manchester state representative Bob Thompson to promote the ad. He is holding town hall events
in Keene, Portsmouth and Manchester. He is also doing several media interviews and visits with college
organizations, including a pizza night with the UNH Gay/Straight Alliance.

Capital B=at Politics Piesidential election Fred Karger primary 2012
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PORTSMOUTH — Republican Fred Karger is considering whether to become the first openly gay candidate for
President of the United Statan.

He'fl be e firsl exploratery prasfiential candidate to stump in the Seacoast this election season, making two
stops in the city on Thursday. A palitical consultant who worked on nine presidential campaigns, a gay-rights

activist and a Los Angeles resident, Karger foid the Herakd he'll first stop at the Golden Egg restaurant, then the
howme of Portsmouth Demroerat Norm Patenaude,

The restaurant stop is scheduled from 2:30 to 3:30 end is in conjunction with a "Save the Sagamore Bridge®
meeting. The stop at Patenaude’s home will be a “town hall meeting.”

Karger, who'l be 61 on Sunday, said he met at the Golden Egg with local businessman and former Seriate
candidate Bill Binnie about six weeks ago when he was asked to help with the pending and temporary closure of
the Sagamore Bridge for repairs. mmbﬂmmmwu\emmmmmmwmsau
when it was closad for two weeks last spring, her bottom line sank 40 percent.

Mome extesisive repairs tire piseoesi and rmay cail for the bridgn to be siaset] for @8 a bng s a wear, said
Gaonselin. Sa when Karger intendusad hiresslf dieing His visit ta the Goldan Egg, are of Gosselin's waitresses
asked the potential candidate for help with the bridge closure.

Gosssnnsaukameromamdnusday%mmgasmoppommmbrm“eamswemsam
businesspeople together to discuss plans for the closure. His staff, she said, has been making fiyers and planning
stategies. -5

“So I've got these Fuy= runnirg around trythg 1o help,” shlsand.'We'mafmldwelegalmmhawtaMpwplo
off, or clowe. That's ar lirR to downtown.”

Karger said he met Patenaude, a Democrat, in Ogunquit last summer and the two have since become friends.

He describes himself as fiscally conservative and socially moderate, while acknowledging that being gay and a
Repubiican is viewed as an oxymoron. An “independent Republican,” Karger sald is his brand of politics, as well
as "not my father’'s Rapubfican perty.”

“I've been working very hard and this will be my eleventh trip to New Hampshire meeting with anyone who will
meet with me,” he said.

Karger's first fundzaiser will e Sisxigy at his Califomia home and, he said, he plans to “raise money differently
than other candidates.”

*In government we need to tone down the spending,” he said. “Think of the $650 million spent on the Obama
campaign and a president who thinks nothing of a trilion-dollar stimulus package.”

KatgusaidtewantsﬂeRepﬁanpaﬂyto'opmwtoymgpeople in particular voters between the ages
of 18 anxd 29. R started his presidential exploratory efforts at the Unjiversity of New Hampshire 11 months ago
and on Jan. 25 will retumn t2 LINH to speak to a gay and lesbian 'lhstlmewlthareponm'fromﬁn
Washington Post. .

“It's my first traveling press corps,” he said.

Following the Portamnith stope on Tharsday, Karger is schedides) to eppear at Tha Elament bar in Manchester,
dascribed on its Wel: sita as “New Hampshite's hottest alternative night club.” In 2005, Karger founded “Save the
Boomil,” a campaign to save the landmark Boom Boom Room, the oldest West Coast gay bar.

He then founded Cafifornians Against Hate and in 2000 was co-director of the gay-straight aliance for President
George W. Bush.

A muriner of fim Dolattin Gruam Kaa'me u;am--d fodarl Bam» o g cemoRies ichrlinn sucramefill

R
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. “oppositian campaigre.” He's-als6 witked as-4n'actor on television ahéws and commercials.

Karger said he'll know by spring if his prasidential bid is viable and if he'll ba making history.

" e A Al e e
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With departure of Mike Pence, Republican presxdentlal field looking fallow right now

Rep. Mike Pence's decision to not seek the presidency disappuints some conservative activists looking for fresh blood in the Republican
pank. Veterans Huekalse, Romazy; anal Palin wre testing the umtens. Samae think Sen. John 17ene could riss to the om>asiam.

January 28, 2011 | By James Oliphant, Los Angeles Times
mmwh!ﬂwmkmmwmﬁmuhhuhmeﬁmametly.isin?
Here's the quick and Shty anmwer: Hernran Calt, Prel Karger 2nd Jimmy Bhew®ian.

Th-:-;munmhgiuMMmf-ﬁlen&mehm finin iz an Afriean Amerimn talk show host and former pizza company CEO from Georgia,
Karger is a California political consultant and gay activist, and McMillan is the leader of the "Rent is Too Damn High" partymNewYork.andnsmwpmbably
beit Jusowm for biing pesodisd tn "Satevitiv Night Live ™

‘That’s your current Republican field for the 2012 prasidential race.

Pence, a congressman from Indiana, told supporters in a letter Thursday that he would not pursue the presidency, disapi)oi:ﬁngsomemﬁveacﬁvisb
looking for some fresh blood in a Seld cixreitfy populated By a evy of Famniliar faces,

At thispoint in 2007, CUP candidutes who had fomuily declared bacleded Rén Mc(ilin, Ms Reaney, Ron Paul, Tommy Thompson and Duncan Hunter.
(Mt to menkion a Sellow nsumd Bxack OBamn s tioe Dieuraswakic stie.)

While Rovemsy is widaly believed # ke saaguring o sl rim; b ouinmmd this sk thet be's st testing the vlers: "We sre doing i5e things vee need ts keap
int tha ymblic eye,” be teld Fox Nows, "hutwe hearst't rmode & decision ot Yiris ynint.”

Those things included e recent "listaning tour” of the Middle Eaat, including nt stop iz Afghavistan. And Romney will be boosting his public profile next week as
he appears on ABC's “The View” and Piers Morgan's show on CNN onthe same day.

Sarah Palin has done Jttle recently to quell speculation that she is planning a bid. Her lengthy 1,700-word response to President Obama’s State of the Union
address was 1s seriows o crifiqee she Mus offined of thy cus=ent wminiseatios, On Peb. 4, she will be delivering the keynote address at a banquet celebrating
th: rovnk sanitarsery of Rmmld Reagen's bissinlay st it ugma Sanch Centes i Swatn daghara.

Arcanding ® the Yz Amnrice’s Fonmdatics), whinh iz spsaansing tie avout, "Cuee, Paiie will draw porallels to today svkile callig £or yeumg puople to anmiinoe
the Beugan cevolution o the future.”

Shortly before that speech, Tim Pawlenty, the former Minnesota governor, will be wrapping up a book tour in Iowa. Pawlenty has said he would make a
decision sometime in the spring.

M Hudiabee, the forurer Ark=oeias governor and current Fox News personality, will be traveling Iowa in February on a book tour of his own. Last week,
Huckabee told an audience that he would skip the first presidential debate at the Reagan Presidential Library in May. (So far, the slate for that debate is looking

prevy smemic.) Anti-whan éardidates gotlrer for a 8ébate in New Nampslire in June, Huckabee is scheduled to be on an Alaskan cruise with Christian
Twesiciom, .

Barwn lessar-lorowa gonaial ianydidates sech as Minsissingi G $laley Bastroar, Indinwe Sov. Miteh Daniels and former Sen. Rick Santorum — any of whom
ysu wonld thinit wes12 benafit from au early stant o emlar te hulld ¥aels yruifnnd nente seeogniticn — ksuninid they'sn gtting off a dizision sisss mssing.

Finally, that faint sound you hear is the slight buzz beginning to build around Sen. JohinThune of South Dakota. No one may have been helped more by Pence's

decifion to orgo a bid than Thune, a favorite of conservatives both inside aind outside of Washington. InminleewthABCNmeuﬂlertlﬂsmd:.Thm
mademd'ﬂlehckdamﬁm-:mm

mmmay,m-m!qmnmmmma:_ pe saids
we
Theiden of 2 Thoue mndiinty wis eotinsinstisslly maderess hy Senale Mimtily Laadr Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) earlies this week. "] think John is an

entwnrdinarily ipneessire individnal,” McConnell s2id isven intesview on MSNRC. ") hops by will run. ¥ think be would eanlie a great president of the Unlted
Statea.”

Sen. James Inhafe of Oklahama cited another reason to hasck Thune. "He's tallar than our president,” he told the National Review. (As history has shown: Neves
discount height when it comes to candidates.)

Why has the field remained so st/ Minrey is one reason — this promisus to be the mout pensive presidental camipalgn in histcry a7 a ldter start helps save
ressuress. Bt ancther Invge faecer 4 e political Yawon issparted bythe tuinulzapis 2070 cong ressionst midtemn canpuign seaven, In which fivefi-ppenses
quickly became targeted by “tea party” activists and where just about any candidate tied to the establishment suffered as a result.
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(Chxis Chnistie of New Jersey, may want to hold off i log as they can to see f taking an an incumbent president with reasumably bigh spproval ratings makes
sense, or whether they might be better off waiting until 2016.

Still, potential entrants like Thune know that their window for getting in is a short one. "We realize that if you're going to do this, you have to get moving,” he
said.

He could be speaking for the entire GOP slate of maybe-candidates. Fairly soon, something's gotta give.
soliphant@lati

Index by Keyword | Index by Dete | Privacy Policy | Terms of Service

fos Angeles BImes copright 201 L0s Angeles Times

ol
1
Vet
Ly,
P




12844322228

NIt Status: Former city Aldermian-Richard Famong
Santorum's latest hackers
By JOHN DISTASO R ke
Senior Political Reporter @) Moble ] Reuder comments
1 hour, 14 minutes ago —— .
John DiStaso, the New

'WEDNESDAY UPDATE: MORE FOR SANTORUM. Rick Santorum later today
disclose a new list of Granite Staters who've joined his state advisory cormmitt

We've learned that among them will be Richard Girard, who will also assist wi

policy issues.
Girard is a former Manchester alderman whe worked with former Mayor Ray}: ookl
Wieczorek as campaign manager and senior staffer. RS - nhsioaver New Hampeh

Also on the list is Broak Waber, a studisut at Saint Auselm College in Manchester, who will serve on America's
Foundation's (Santorum’s PAC) College Republican Advisory Committee.

Weber is a member of the New Hampshire Oollege Republican Federation's Executive Committee and chairman of
Saint Anselm College Republicans. In 2008, Weber supported Mitt Romney in the Republican primary.

Eariier updates and the full Feb. 17 Granite Status foilow. A mew Granite Status will appear tomorrow in the New
Hampshire Union Leader with a full, unabridged version at UnionLeader.com.

THURSDAY UPDATE: A WIN FOR KIMBALL. New state GOP chair Jack Kimball has secured a major
speaker for a key party fund-raiser slated for late March.

New Republican National Committee Chairman Reince Priebus has agreed to travel to the state to help raise money
for the state party before the end of the first quarter, said Kimball's transition chair, Jennifer Horn.

The date of the fund-raiser will probably have to be changed from its original date of March 31 to accommodate
Priebus, Horn said. But she said the party "has been able to confirm" that he will make an appearance.

"We're very excited that the national chairman will be here,” said Horn.

She said that at the fund-raiser, Kimball will present former state GOP chair and Gov. John H. Sununu with a new
award, called the "First-in-the-Nation Excellence Award” for Sununu's "decades of deducation and service to the

"It's a new award and we hope it becomes a primary year tradition,” Horn said.
We've Isnrued thah Kinivell keld many perssmai convessations with Prishes ta seaure his sppeasiniie.
The party will announce further details on the event as they are confirmed.
(Earlier updates and the full Feb. 17 Granite Status follow.)

THURSDAY UPDAYE: FINST OF IMANY? Tea ¥arty Caucus leader and Minnesota U.S. Rep. Michele
Bachmann will make more than one trip to first-in-the-nation primary state, her chief of staff told the Granite Status
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Andy Parrish confirmed our exclusive Wednesday night report that the three-term conservative will visit New
Hampshire on March 12. He also said, "And there will be more” visits.

.Parrish confirmed that Bachmann will appear at a fund-raiser for the New Hampshire Republican State Committee
during what he said will be Her flrst visit to the state as an elected official.

Parrish also said that "there will be other” events on March 12, "and we're working on those."Bachmann would
obvinusly be a coveeed spencker éur comeervative and pro-liberty granps.

Bachmann has been asked repeatedly if she will run for President, and, iike other potential candidates, has not
given a firm answer.

Asked again about running today on ABC News' "Good IHoming America,” Bachmann said she is "not there yet. I
haven't made a decision about whether I'm going to engage.”

She said she will travel to New Hampshire and other aarly caurus azd primary skatas hecause she is "interested
primarily in making sure that for the next year, we're talking about the issues that the country is facing, I want to
make sure that in the midst of leoking at all the irdividual candidates, which must be dexve, that we voatine to

. fdius on the isenss of ovor-spentding, debt, national semniity.

"I'm trying to set the table,"” Bachmann said, "because the voters are vital in these early states. They're going to
make a very important decision about our nominee.”

Inawnttmstuemmtsaxnearlmtoday Parrish said, "The Conyssswonmmsluohlngfcmerd to her trip on the
1sth (ef March) t New Humpshire.

"Ax a small businosa owner, faxroor federal tax attorney, il mother of five, she lmows fisst-hand what is at steke in
the next election. She is committed to doing everything she cam to repeal President Obama and replace him with a
constitutional conservative.”

120443222230

State GOP spokesman Christine Baratta said, "We're thrilled that a sitting member of Congress is coming to New
Hampshire to raise money for the party and we hope that more Republican member of Congress will do the same.”

See our initial report below on the Bachmann visit.
Click for Bachmann's interview on "Good Morning America."
Click for Bachmann's official congressional web site.
Full Feb. 17 Granite Status follows.
BM¥HMANN'S MARCH VISIT. For Michele Bachmann, “soon" is March {6

That's when the Mirinesota eongresmoma:.x will make her first appearance of the 2012 cycle in New Hampshire,
sources tell the Granite Status.

Tea Party favorite Bachmann, carrying a "Live Free or Die” bumper sticker, told reporters at last week's
Conservative Political Action Conference that she planned to come to the first-in-the-nation primary state "soon.”

We've learned that while t‘l;e March 12 date has been agreed, details have yet to be nailed down. We're told the



e syer- s5primary focus of hervisit-willsbe torheljrthesNewampshireBepublican Part;
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chaizmanship, most likely in a series of small fund-raising eventa.

She has also received numerous invitations from other Republican and "pro-liberty groups,” and apparently will try

toaecommodatewhoandwhatshechninwhat’sexpectedtobeastayoffemrthanuhours.

Bachmann has visited first-caucus state Jowa and is scheduled to appear in early primary state South Carolina on
J¥ridey and Saturday of this week.

Her trip to the Granite State has been highly anticipated and will undoubtedly get lots of coverage both locally and
natiomally.

» Haley Barbour Hosting N.H. ‘Dinner and Date Night’
»U.S. Sen. Rubio says Fla. should not move its primary
» CNN: Florida House Speaker vows te keep early 2012 primary date

A GOP "WHO'S WHO." Any serious GOP presidential hopeful, especially those of the staunchly conservative
variety, should probably consider making his or her way to Manchester April 29 for an event that will have a
veritable "Who's Who" of New Hampshire Repuhlican palitics i rme oom. :

The Americans for Prospezity - New Hampshire dinmer and presidential summit at the Executive Court has
attracted a host committee of many of the state’s top Republicans. The evant will oauor Meaclrester attorney Ovide
Lamontagne, whose run for the GOP U.S. Senate nomination last year put him in high favor with conservatives/Tea

Party activists not only locally, but nationally as well.

_As we've reported, AFP-New Hampshire will honor Lamontague as "Conservative of the Year."

And, as we've reported, AFP is planning to complement the dinrrer with "A New Hampsltire Presndentlal Summit on
Spending and Job Creation.”

AFP-NH director Corey Lewandowski said that so far, the likely candidates confirmed to appear remain Rick
Santorum and Merman Cain, but he also said, "We are working on gettifig other major candidates,” including forzaer
governors Mitt Romney, Tim Pawlenty and Haley Barbour.

As noted, the host coremizise is impereesive. And if all appenr, as Levaniowvsid expons, it'd be wearthvehile fur any
sarions GOP presidentisl carttander tb stop by.

Dinner chair is Harold Turner Jr., president and CEO of the H.L. ‘Turner Group and former chair of the Business
and Industry Association board, who was a Lamontagne campaign finance enmmntee co-chair last year.

Honorarye%—chansareSen. Kelly Ayotte (veaily!) and Esps.ankammﬂChm'heBaasaswellas former state
GOP chair and Gov. John H. Sununu and former Sen. Gordon Humphrey.

Dinner hosts inelude Republican former candidate for governar, John Stephar, Senate President Peter Bragdon and
Sens. Jeb Bradley, Chuck Morse and Tom DeBlois, House speaker Bill O'Brien, House Majority Leader D.J.
Bettencvart, Bup. Gene Chamiier, former Seuate President Arfitur Klemm, forunz Fupe. Kex Murrisiold, Maureen
Mooney, Cathy Stacey and Fran Wendelltsre, fararer congresnisiml eanceinte Junnifar Hom, attomeys/activists
Bryan Gould and Gordon MacDonald, Cornerstone Action chair Shannon McGinley and veteran GOP activists Robb




congresmonal deleg,ahon appearances dependmg an thelr Waahmgtan mhednles He mted that besnlas the host
committee members, about 400 energized conservatives will be in attendance far the $50-a-person event Two
weeks earlier, on April 15 at noon, AFP will be one of the primary sponsors of the third annual Taxpayers/Tea Party
Rally at the State House. It will be another prime setting for presidential politicking.

AN ADDITIONAL ANGLE EVENT. Last week, we reported that Tea Party favorite Sharron Angle of Nevada will
be in the state Feb. 25 to attend the public premdits: of the conservative Christian film, "The Genssis Code.”

A second event has been added. Prk;r to the premier, the Republican Liberty Caucus of New Hampshire will host
Angle at the Southern New Hamppshire Univessity receptiom center. A $25 ticket includes adnrission ta the
Cinemagic Theater for the film.

SMOOTH BLUE WATERS. Onemlghtthmkthataﬁerarough year at the ballot box, at least some Democrats
might be in 2 mood for a change of leadership.Think again.

Apparently the party rank-and-file is satisfied with.those at the tap. In direct contrast to the raucous NHGOP
campaign for chairman, there are no contested races for the top six offices of the New Hampshire Democratic Party.

1208484322232

The state committee will meet March 5 at Saint Anselm College to elect its officers. The party's filing period for
officers closed Jan. 15.

Ray BueMey is unoppessed for chairman. Former state Sen. Martha Fuliar Clari of Pertiamouth will win a third term
first vice-chair. Dorothy Solomon of Albany is unopposed for a second term as second vice-chair.

Former state Sen. Bette Lasky is unopposed for a first term as party seczetary, sncceeding Mike Rollo, while state
Rep. David Piexce of Etnza will win a second term assreasurer and Grey Chynoweth of Manchester will win a second
term as legal counsel.

And as previously reported, Andrew Hosmer is the party’s new finance chair and former state Sen. Maggie Hassan
is the grassroots outreach coordinator.

THEY LIKE HIM. Mitt Romney backers couldn't be happier about the results this week of the WMUR Granite
State Poll conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center.

First, it had Romney far ahead of any potential challenger, with the support of 40 percent of the 757 likely GOP

presidential primary voters interviewed. Rudy Giuliani was second with 10 percent, with Tim Pawlenty and Mike

qt.:_kabeeat 7 percent each, and Sarah Palin and Newt Gingrich each at 6pemest,RnnPaulat5percent, Donald
Trump at 3 percent, and Rick Santorum and HaleyBarbourahpetcenteach

Second, Romney’s overall favorable/unfavorable rating was 73 percent favorable, 8 percent neutral and 15 percent
unfavorabie, for a net favorability rating of plus 58 percent.

' .Giuli:mi was second with a plus 30 percent favarability, while on the opposite end of the scale, Traump hit a negative
43 percent and Palin, a negative 17 percent.

And while some in the media have contended that the Tea Party is sour on Romney, apparently that's not the case
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Among self-identified Tea Party supporters, Romney’s favorable rating is even higher than among all likely GOP
primary voters, with 77 percent reacting favorably to him, and 13 percent viewing him unfavorably.

Among those who say they oppose the Tea Party, Romney was viewed favorably by 52 percent and unfavorably by 31
percent.

Among those who said they were "neutral” on the Tea Party, 74 percent viewed Romney favorably and 14 percent
| ) vicwed hita unfavomably.

Palin, among Tea Party supporters, was viewed favorably by 48 percent and unfavorably by 35 percent. Gingrich's
favorable-unfavorable rating among Tea Party supporters was 53-29, while Gialiani's was 63-26 and Trump's was
24-62.

"SOME FREELANCE STUFF." When Frank Guinta's term as Manchester mayor ended in early January 2010,
his public affairs adviser, Mark Laliberte, said he'd be taking some time off and doing "some stuff around the house.
Spend some time with my wife. Son== freelance stuff.”

Well, after being under the radar for more than a year, Laliberte emerged yesterday.

CNN reported that he has been tapped to oversee the New Hampshire operations for the newly-formed Draft
) Trump 2012. '

12884

This new dveft effoet, repretediy ceated by Nick McLaugshfin, 3 veteran of the Iraq War from Missenri, jeins the
already-established "Should Trump Run?" website for supporters of The Donald.

KING OF THE BIRTHERS. Andy Martin of Chicago announced on WT?L radio in December that he wilfbe a
candidate for President.Martin, the self-described "king of the birthers," will be back in New Hampshire on Monday
to speak to members of the Contoocook Valley Republican Committee at the Deering Town Hall.

Committee chair J.P. Marzullo said Martin will "kick off his campaign” at the event.

Marzullo said Martin will be accompanied by a camara crew to put 2 appearance an YonTube and to make a
television commercial.

According to the Los Angeles Times, Martin has said he believes Obama was born in Hawaii, but he also believes the
‘White House is blocking the relrasa of the Precident’s full birth certifieate becanse it conld.cantein ambanassing
) . ﬁ |.

4R'R "My campaign doesn't say he was born here or he wa's born. there, it saf iroduce the facts,” he said. "Tell the truth
to the American people. If you want our confidence, if you want our sons and daughters to die for your policies, we
) have to trust you."

KARGER'S RETURN. Likely GOP presidential hopeful Fred Karger, who is gay, returned to New Hampshire
yesterday and says he'll be at the State House today to testify before the House Judiciary Committee on the bills to
repeal the state's same-sex marriage law.




iie says Hell e Bead th Dartimouth YO EpEty
Libertarians opposed to House Bill 176, which, if passed, would require that "the dericile for voting purposes” of a
college student be the state or the New Hampshire city or town in which the student resided "immediately priorto -
matriculation.”

Semr e S, e ﬁephw e '.’ cgree - e awe tsand—(-‘;ﬁsw

Karger said he plans to visit Portsmouth on Friday.

Separately, there are efforts underway to bring outgoing Ambassador to China Jon Huntsman to the Granite State
m May.
And it's official, Gingrich has been formally announced as the featured speaker at the Nashua-based PLUS

Company’s 20th Annual Wdd Irisk: Breakfast or St. Patrick’s Day: According to the PLUS Company's
amsouncement, the event will take place at the Crowne Plaza Hotel.

Organized by former Execuive Coanciler and Brmer Nashua Mayor Barnie Sweeter, it will also feature Gov. John
Lynch, Nashua Mayor Donalee Lozeau, former state Sen. Peggy Gilmour and Patrick Griffin of Griffin, Krause and
York advertising.

A DIRECT APPEAL. GOP chair Kimball espoused a very direct approach to raising money from the business
community during an appearance before the Belknap County Republican Committee earlier this month.

128484322234

He said that contributing to the GOP "is an investment.

"If you can take a businessman like myself and say, 'Hey, _l_ook, if we give you tax relief, regulatory relief that's going
to produce an additional $50,000 or $60,000 insmings ior yon a year, I don't mind giing lmok 10 to the state GOP
because I want to make sure we keep Republicans in the majority."

THE THIRD WAY. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen this week was annousiced as a Honerary Senate Co-Chair of The Thizd'
Way, a self-described "innovative and influential think-tank that creates and advances moderate policy and political
ideas.”

John DiStaso is senior political reporter of the New Hampshire Union Leader and New Hampshire Sunday News.

aﬂerheﬁslhdymaudlanlmcwomsubjedaslmsmponforbmweedm First ladles usually have a platform - Laura Bush
promoted reading for example, and now Mrs Obama wanis kids fo eat MbmﬂﬂngoﬂmmabmﬂMm.&nhorMm.Obam
*platforms”, so why not talk about serious give the first ladies a break?
- Kerry, Londonderry

Good attitude Jane, itli get us 4 more years of Obama
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Gay Republican mulls presidential bid

NOW OFEN! CHECK IT OUT!

Fred Karger is here, he’s queer, and he just might run for president in 2012 as a Republican.

Karger would be the first-ever openly pay presidential candidate in the history of the United States. That’s something one would imagine
would mustly likely comse from the meze socially libemi Demomutic Party, but that’s st the case hore. Karger is proud of his work with

President Ronald Reagan’s 1980 and 1984 election campaigns — photographs of the Gipper covered the walls of his hotel suite in the
Washingtot, D.C., Mamiot Wardimas Pask las wdchand.

The Marriott Wardman Park was home to the Amesican Conservative Union’s 2011 Conservative Action Conference (CPAC), an
annual gathering of top Republicans and conservatives and a pep rally of smtsforamdm.i{mgerwm’t invited to speak, and he wasn’t
even allowed to have aboothtodlsplayhlsmwnalsorhlsplatfomﬂedecidedtotaketherebelhousmutetogethrsmessageouttherem
CPAC attendees, though, and booked a hotel suite to throw a party as a platform to-spread his fiscally conservative message.

Kurgor attracts tire libortarian-type sit:denss that Rep. Ron Paul, Texas Republioan, nhmﬁnmonbudwlﬂ:hmm Sewcral
sifow=d up at Karger's Frillay night unofticial CPAC party.

Melba Morris-Page, a student from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, attending CPAC with Paul’s Campaign for Liberty, told TheDC she likes
Karger’s wigws.

“] got to meet him about 10 minutes ago, and he's very kind and 1 like what he has to say,” Morris-Page said. “He scems Jike he’s in it to

- win it, and I hape he gives it a shot.”

Kmmgﬁamﬁom-ahﬂerhemtemAmﬁcanComwﬂivelhionChhmDavidKeeneaskinéwhyhemm’tilluwed
to have a booth at CPAC, a speaking opportunity or a place in the presidential straw poll.

:‘l have besn aatively involved in Republican politics for over three decades, and have worked on nine Republican Presidential campaigns

including senior consulting roles for Presidents Reagan, George H.W. Bush and Gerald Ford,” Karger wrote to Keene. “Additionally, I have
masmged dazess of lecal, state and fedenul alactians.”

Kargerdoem‘thmanypmofofn,buthcsnspectsthemwhyhewm’tallowedanoﬁicnlspotuCPAClsbeamsehe'sopmlygay

FwCPACtnaﬂowpyconservatmmpGOPmudnmom&mﬂbhmwmmmﬂkmbmwm
would’ve been too much, he suspects. o

“I would be the fimst openly gay candidate o ever run for president of the United States,” Karger told TheDC. “] think it sends a very strong
message 10 younger people. When 1 started my gay activism just two and a half years ago, because I was in the closet up until that point,

and when ] came out on the Rrop 8 stuff and started tes<otting cvepanics that were denuting monrey, 1 sald it then, in my very first
interview, ‘1 wenll tar do thi; se it’s easler for yowng peeglie.™

Karger considers himself an “independent Republican,” and told TheDC he’s more “transpartisan” than bipartisan.
“There’s a term called transpartisan — it's stronger than bipartisan,” Karger said. “1’m truly in the sniddle. 1 was a Hillary Clinton supporter

four years ago, a maxed-out donor to her amd 1 supporred Gov. John Lynch for re-election, who’s a Democrat in New Hampshire, but 1 also
supporfed Republican Bilt Binnie #n the Senate race.”



- Lile Raul, Karger calls.for apimpedilappdio the wan in Joag and in Afghanistan. Rut, Kaijecdibathinofie iyilizmhoiidishihioskewm

128443222386

terrorism — and thinks the military brass should lack iito better ways to do so.

“We need to modemize our military to fight terrorism,” Karger said. “The world is a very different place now and the United States, I don’t
think, sliould be imperialistic and going into countries. We need to protect our interests but getting involved in this quagmire in Afghanistan
is a terrible move.”

Karger is focused on reforming the education system in the United States — he’s avidly anti-teachers’ unions. He points to California’s
pullic chaxter soligbls, wisich he sayr are “ Siagrishing,” fizcamse they’re able to akate aroemd (be Amarituw Tenchem Amsociation s thr
National Ednoatian Assaciation

“We need to make school hours Jonger each day. America has about 180 days of school each year, the rest of the industrialized world is
about 220 and some go a lot higher,” Karger said. “In China, they start at 3 years old. If we’re going to compete, and we’re going to have an
economy and hope for our generation and for many to come, we’re going to have to compete and we’re going to have to completely reform
school and, though I'll be getting into more specifics on that later, I believe the unions are a huge problem.”

Kargar is realistic akinut his chaneas, seying the if e entens tim xxot he will do so to be & voice of “moderation.”

“I'm prolmbly m going ta win,” hio aaic, “I'm in tivs for a variaty of teasons. I wait te be a voiee of muderation in ks Republican Party
and there really is none in this so far.”

Article printed from The Daily Caller — Breaking News, Opinion, Research, and Entertainment: hitp://dailycaller.com
URL to article: http://dailycaller.com/2011/02/16/gay-republican-mulls-presidential-bid/
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Freger: G-Rights'
Bogeyman of the GOP
Presidential Race

By Chris Good :
The Republican presidential field has gained a new entrant, though he's not your typical White House
aspirant, and the White House may not be a realistic destination for him.

Fred Karger, a retired GOP strategist from Californin, has formed an explaratory committee in his.
home state and will soon begin raising money for a 2012 presidential bid.

If you've never heard of Karger, you're not alone. His campaign slogan is "Fred Who?" and, while his
out-of-the-blue presidential ambitions may sound like the delusions of a political loon, Karger appears
to know what he's doing. And what he's doing is something different from what other Republican
presidential iopefuls, the big names especially, are working on.

Frad Kansger s no lumata: (ai least as far o I o:m tell), but an experiamced palitical stamtagist who has
done emapaijgn wark for otk Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush, helping to run the Willie Horton
victims campaign to discredit Michael Dukakis in 1988. He is also gay, though he kept that under
wraps through decades of work in Republican political circles, until around the year 2000.

Here is his goal: to gain grassroots momentum in New Hampshire and Iowa, eventually reaching the
stage of the nationally televised defates put on by local newspapers and TV stations in those two gt
states--the debates that see about a dozen candidates on stage, the ultra-long-shots along with the

frontrunners. Once there, lie plans to do one thing: make a ruckus about gay rights and why the
Republican Party doesn't officially support them.

To db this, Karger figures he'll need smeavhere in the naighborhood of
$5 to $6 million, a sum ba hopes to raise fram a network of gay-rights
supporters he's built up over the past few years. Right now, he has
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. working for him, "helping out,” as he puts it, and he pays their expenses.

ta the IRS but not the Kederal Election Commission; he has two people

Their mission: determine the criteria for getting into those debates and
find out how Karger can meet them. To that end, Karger has been
traveling to Iowa and New Hampstiire, meeting with editorial boards.
He's been tr 13 states plus the Disirict of Columbia, bolding town-halls
and maci-and-greai. events in Mexicax rastasranis ani gay bars. His first
taok place st Margaxiias, 2 Meaxinan resmurant iv Keavs, Nev Hampskire; accerding to Karger, 50
people showed up.

"I beat John McCain's 19 at his first town-hall meeting" before the 2008 campaign, Karger points out.

Most recently, Karger led a charge against the Mormon Chureh for its involvement in the Prop. 8
anti-gay-marriage initiative in California in 2008, unearthing its funding of the Prop. 8 campaign and
canypaigning to expose that funding and the Mormen Chureh's apprvach to Bomosexuality.

"Thaore's two reasons I car do this,"” Karger told me lact nronth when he stopped by the Atlamtic's
offices on a trip to DC. "One is I'm openly gay and that's never happened before—never before has an
openly gay candidate run for president.” .

The other, as he put it: "Exposing Mormons." Should Karger's run gain attention in Iowa and New
Hampshire, his prime target for ruckus-making will be Mitt Romney, who, he says, follows a severe
anti-gay ethos as an "obedient” Mormon.

If Kargar mekes it an stage in those debates, he'll join a line of sirgle-iswre candidates thut huve hed
seme degree of meness ovar the years. In 1995, Alan Keyes ran as a Republican to push abortion to the
fore; in 2004, Dennis Kucinich ran as an anti-war Democrat; in 2008, it was Republican Congressman
Tom Tancreda and his hard lino on immigratien. Each made thwix own waves. Tancrede, mast

recently, made it on-stage for early dehates but dropped aitt in lote December 2007, having spenta
total of $5.8 million.

Karger's expedition, should he follow through with it, would come as paradigms on gay rights seem to
be shifting in the Repubhea%l?‘,arty Social conservatives no longer constitute the locus of power:jpithe
national Republican landscape; fiscal conservatism and small-government near-libertarianism have
arisen as the impulses of the GOP base that Republican politicians feel most compelled to satisfy.
Laura Bush's meezptonce of gay macriago was taken by soxne: as a aign that perlmps Presideat George
W. Bush, privately, might accept it too. It's a ssmstimias open, sunsetimes desntod suppart for gay
righits within Repahliran ranka that Karger will seek to mobilize in Inie 2011 and early 2012.

For naw, the retired consultant is in talks with a fundraiser and, having formed the explaratory
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candxdncy he wxllhnvetobegmtelhngineli'ederal ElechonCnmmnsmonJuatlmwmnchhesramng,
. and we'll see how successfully be can activate gay-rights supporters and tap their wallets toward his $5
to $6 million goal.

And to that end, Karger appears to be utilizing his considerable political experience. If we see him on
stage in late 2013, it will be a testament not just to the sentimments of Republican voters on gay rights,
but to Karger's ability to maneuver his way into the public eye.

'l"'his article available online at:

http://www.theatlantic. eom/polmm/archlvelzom/o8/ﬁ'ed-karger-the-gay-nghts-bogeyman-of the-
gop-presidential-race/61279/

Copyright © 2011 by The Atlantic Monthly Group. All Rights Reserved.
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Comments (31)
12:51am UK, Sontlpy February 21, 2011 .
Robert Nisbet, US comrespondent

‘Barack Obama will face the electorate in over 20 months, but
alreaeiy Republicans are lining up to take him on.

The process of selecting a party candidate is lengthy and costly, and begins in February neityear with the lowa caucuses.

Party members across the states will then be able to weigh in through a series of primaries, with the candidate officially
crowned at the convention in August.

It is uniikely aay Dratacrat wauld chatinnge Pramident Okzama, 5o the aliextion is e focused en miio the Republieans-will
pick to challenge him.

So far nene haa officially theown his or ker hat into the ring, but observers say the field of fikely contenders is the largest for
years.

o ool o

.mmmwmnmmmn-mm

Former and current state governors dominate the fist, with Tea Party favourite Sarah Palin, evangelicals Mike Huckabee and
Tim Pawlenty, former Presidential hopeful Miit Romney, Mississippi's colourful Haley Barbour and Indiana’s Mitch Daniels allis
the mix.

Add to that Governor Chris Christie from New Jersey, former House Speaker Newt Gingrich, New York's ex-Mayor Rudy
Giuliani, opanly gay political strategist Frad Karger and a smattering of lawmakers who may decide to run.

Independents, like the libertarian Congressman Ron Paul, could also try o entice wavering voters.
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,. tﬁesnfthesmll-govemmnt. bw-iaxTaa Pany mov mem_ EEESRIR . s :

This is not going to be an election about personalities. What you saw in the midterm elections was an interesting dynamic: it
was more of an idea and concept that persuaded people to vote for Republican candidates.
Pofister and strategist, David Winston

*This is not going to be an election about personalities. What you saw in the midterm elections was an interesting dynamic: it
was more ai an idea and cencapt thai psresesed puopl to wote for Repatiinen smiidetes,” pplititer wull slnghil Dvid

. Wissien 1aid Slgy News,

"It's vilhit you're going 1o Bo when you are elected that counts.”
Bl that ducan't roean hig (peemiiss ain Nilthy this ekcton al.

Domaid Tremgg is considering a bid. He txid censervative metiuists lnat werk he would restore America’s reputation if elected
to the White House.

It is ikely that President Obama's record on job creation and the economy which will dominate the campaign. :
With unemplnyment still stubbomly high and the recovery patchy, his opponents know there is an opportunity. '

Support al the owa Caucuses is seen as key 10 a Presidency candidates success

But he remains personally popular, with a battie-hardened team running his re-election campaign.

Fox News analyst Juan Williams told Sky News: "I think the early betting right now is that Obama will get a second term, but
remember tiie passion in Arnerican politics Iis on the right.

. "It is caming from people like the Tea Party. Their opposition to healthcare raform, their alarm cver big teidget deficits: they

are the ones who are sending the doliars to the candidates.
is to be.ooe.hal of.an election.”

Your Comments )
Sort comments by: Newest Oldest Recommended

RE T 3 X3

Posted by: peter edwards on February 21, 2011 11:31 PM

Who the hell cares!!l. The rest of the world is moving on and America is on a downward slope anyway. The

world no longer revolves around the USA , only Americans think it does. Power and inflence now lie
elsewhere.

Recommend (0)
Report this comment
Permalink
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Towében indulna , figgetlen republikénusként.”
FN.hu

2010. november 26. 1349

Hirevél

Homoszexuilis elnikjel6lt indul Amerikdban

MiFred Karger Ichet az cls8, homoszexualitisit nyiltan véllalé eindkjeldh az Egyesait Allamokban. A politikus

Stiao Facebook Iwiw Twitter CIkk nvomtatés Cikk kildése
Még alig méltak el a félidds valasatésok, az lowa-i szavazk mér a 2012-es elntkvilaszisi kampény

Ajihldtt weboldalak W
o Amerikalap.hu
o Osikultiralsphu

* Peruispiu

lofstolimttnk belé. Calltdetiktn uynla@lkn\ az els tévéraklim egy leamdd 2012-e1
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Mufisource pakiical news, world news, and enfertainmant news analyals by Newsy.com

I A

Fred Karger homoszexualitisét nyiltan véllalé republikénus, aki eimondésa szerint komolyan készill a 2012-es megmérettetésre. Ha valsban elindul, azal

& lesz az els§ viillaltan homoszexuélis férfi az Egyestilt Allamok tirténetében, aki a két legfontosabb pért egyikének szineiben eindkjelditként indul.

Elemz2ik szerint korai kampdnyénak oka, hogy neve relativ ismeretlenll] cseng a vélaszt6polghrok sziméra, ezért szliksége van a bemutatkoziisra. Karger
i kampényra.

tervei szerint 3 millié dollért gy(ijt 8ssze az einBkvélasatési

Karger feltinése a porendon kihfvis elé dllithmt olyan vérhatd jelbiteket, mint a melugl.Aznssigot eflan volt korménysb, Mike Huckabee & Mint

Romrey, valamint a sintin koszervativ nézatedl ismert aizh Palin.

Startlap Facebook Twitter Jwiw Cikk nyomtatésa Cikk killdése

Szponzorilt hirdetések - - oo - o

Presidential Election

Go To AARP For The Latest News On The 2008 Presidential Election
AARP org

Vote 2010 Results List

Check on the winners sad losers from contested races in cach state!
En.Term.onmm/Vite_2010_Results

Parohioh Rdiks {Gwoa .

Aldr 50% kedvezméanyel foglathat olcad hotelek, szillisok sjénlatina
www Liciiutok hu

Dnols Results
Find 1linois Lotto Results at Great Prices.
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' Potential 2012 GOP candidates speak out on what should be done

to those responsible for Wikileaks

By Alexis Levinson - The Daily Caller 3:45 AM 12/03/2010
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NOW OPEN! CHEGK 1T OUT!
ADVERTISEMENT

Though President Obama has yet to weigh in personally on what should be done to those responsible for the Wikileaks releases, some of his
potential 2012 Republican opponents have spoken out on the issue.

mmmm“mm;mmhlmmmnwmmthedocmnentsto\vih'lukscomnﬁmd
treason and ought to be executed.

Former Speaker of the Honse Newt Gingrich echoed Huckabee in an interview with The Daily Caller, saying that the leaker, allegedly Pfc.
Bradley Manning, committed treason and should be punished harshly.

“The person wha leaked the docaments committed treason,” he said in an e-mail. “He took actions to undermine the United Sta! g. the’
middle of a global war.”

Gingrith went on to swy that Wikilodks founler Julian Assamge Should e treafed Mie an enemy soniwtant.

“The foreigner is an enemy combatant who is actively taking steps which will get Americans and American allies killed and should be

treated ag an enenry astebatant,” Gmgnnwrde,uﬂomgmmnﬂmnmnmuuhmrcNmMyWMnhnmdthatAmnge
“should be in jail for the rest of his life.”

Rick Santorum, former Pennsylvania and another potential 2012 GOP presidential candidate, took it a step further, a]hngAmnp
a “terrorist” on Tuesday during a speech to a rotary club in New Hampshire.

Former Alaska Govemor Sarah Palin has taken a different tack by blaming President Obama for the diplomatic “fiasco” in a note posted on
Facebook.

“What steps were taken to stop Wikileaks director Julian Assange from distributing this highly sensitive classified material...?" she asked.
“Why was he not pursued with the sanz uggency sz perses «f Qaeda and Tuliees leaders™

Herman Cain, potential 2012 GOP grgldentml eandldate and the former CEO of Godfather’s Pizza, blamed all parties involved, saying, “it
never should have happened.”™

“The whole leak...conpromises the nmional sceurity of the United Shtes of America, so I think that that is a punishable offense,” he told
TheDC in a phone interview. “You don’t compromise the national security of this'country in the name of nothing — joumnalism, freedom of
spewuch, blah blah blall. ¥lone of that slides with 1=

Fred Karger, a Republican political operative and gay rights activist who has put up the first presidential campaign ads in Jowa, called for
thmmhhdiinﬁnﬁdﬁrpminnnﬁmymd, saying thii the fonk shaald seonive whatewey pasiialismnt tfﬁ-tﬁh_ml
decided apgropribde.

As for Assange, Karger drew a more nuanced case. “This also is a freedom of speech issue,” he told TheDC in an e-mail, “is Assange just
anet'Aor-m-cblcfthltpubﬁahathsednmm;orddhemfmﬂmmmmmdnbetummmmyofhsoﬂm
mtomwmmwmmnwlfs?,mwdsobemmdbye@mm‘.‘:unl”

Article printed from The Daily Caller — Breaking News, Opinion, Research, and Entertainment: http://dailycaller.com

URL to article: http://dailycaller.com/2010/12/03/potential-2012-gop-candidates-speak-out-on-what-should-be-done-to-those-
responsible-for-wikileaks/
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V *If we basically take this, we're taking it away from everyone that completely
“Cares abd inight ever Teel like hiving here in the Tuture,” said Joshua
Schiefelbein, president of the Daxtmouth College Libertarians.

TenlkuomMMymrﬁps and story ideas.
Copyright 2011 by WMUR. Al rights reserved, This melerial mey not be published, broadcast,
rowriiten or redistributed.
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Published on Sunshme State News (htip://www.sunshinestatenews.com)

GOP Presidential Hopefuls Want New GOP
Majority to Focus on Economy

Kevin Derby
Posted: January 6, 2011 3:55 AM

As the Repithlicans took over the U.S. House of Representatives Wednesday, prominent politicians
looking to be the GOP's standard bearer in 2012 weighed in on what the new majority should focus on —
and nnt surprisingly, painted toward the nation’s sluggish economy.

Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney, who appears ready to launch a second bid at the Republican

presidential nomination, stressed Wednesday that the new Republican majority in the U.S. House needs
to focus on the economy.

“We facus many challenm, bul ia mp area is leadership more important than in addrgeming the economy
and the aosd fer new johs,” noted Romney. “Let’s face it: Washington has become a job-killing beast. It
is slowly but surely smothering the very pioneering, entrepreneurial spirit that made America the freest,
strongest naticd on aearth. Fartunately, we teok the first atep in slaying that job-kiliing beast by elasting a
Republican majority to the Uniter States House of Representatives last November. But reclaimiag

majority control of the House is just the first step. We have a Ist of work to do to change Washington and
get our ecanomy back on track.”

Romney, who put yeass in at a marragement consultant fimy before running for office, was not the cnly

potential 2812 Republican hopeful calling fur the nnew majority to make putting Americans back to work
their top priority.

“The No. 1 foone of Houas Republicans must be davrloping and implementing the righi pealioies thet will
help. enixepreneurs-and sinzll businesses meate jobs and paychecks,” wrote farmer U.S. House Speaker
Newt Gingrich on Wednesday.in an e-mail sent out to supporters. “A booming economy will help
batance the budget. it is also the best social policy we can have for American families. As President
Ronald Reagan used to remind us, the best social program is a job because it allows the individual ta
take care of their farmlx with dignity and independence. Many other activities and programs may rake us
feel goud, but nune are as important as creating fhe right policies for job creation.” R

Cther putentibl Republican candidites have oallkad for thre new Repiiblican majolity in the House to take
aim st @ related neatier — fexfaral spending.

' 'Thin is a orucid! #ima in American pelliics, as we look to @ newly electad Congmss in 2011 to stop the

insanity of federal spending,” said former New Mexico Gov. Gary Johnson last week “Republicans in
Congress must be vigilant as nevar befare wiian it comes to the nation’s pocketbook — we. need to get
our spending under control. From putting an end to the exorbitant costs of the war in Afghanistan, to
ensuring that the Bush tax cuts become permanent for all Americans, now is the time to make the
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curmrently our greatest threat to national security.”
U.S. Rep. Ron Paul of Texas noted there are many issues to focus on.

"The year 2011 brings in a host of opporlumtm and challenges to America,” Paul noted on Tuesday
"Will war accelerate tomard econontic insolveray by oontinuing the poircies that have created titis erisis, or

will 3 newr Congress alestad en tiwe energy of the ta party movemant find the coaragre to clange |
ctuyse?” '

Paul, who ran for president in 1988 and 2008 and is mulling over making ancther run in 2012, stressed

the importanae of his new assignment heading up the Hause Financial Services Subcommittee on
Domestic Monetary Palicy.

“With the new Republican mejority in the House, | will have the opportunity as a subcommittee chairman
to take a careful look at our domestic monetary policy,” continued Paul. “l am excited by the prospect of
real oversight of the Federdl Reserve, but | also hope to focus en the important ways th which oer fereign
poiicy and moar:tary policy e related. Just lmst week, e Finmcial Tinres na;amed that tire limited
ceniight of the Fedwial Reerarve altevasrd by the pnsaags of a watered-doven vession ef oy endit of the
Fed bill revealed thet appraximately 56 gercent of the loass matie awsilable under the largest Fusioral
Resarve bailart progrem, the Tam Auction Facullty went to foreign banks! This is but one example of

the real cost to Amerraans of maintaining its empire overseas, and it cries aut for mare transparency and
oversight.

“This Is why i is key for us to understand that our foreign policy and cunent economic crisis go hand in
hmnd,” sitded Paul. “Some have promised to lead us back to fiscal responsibility while asserting that any
redugction in our foreign and military spending is off the table. They would like us to believe that we

shasid not only anntinue-spendiag os miwh on the miliery as tbe st of tha worlr aorabinnd, bt thay
astually call far an esen more aggrassiva U.S. pdiicy sbread.”

Paul adder that Congress needs te change the oerrch policies usad by the Transportation Security
Adminiatratieon and repeal the PATRIOT Act.

[Fred Karger, a veteran political consuitant who has helped Republican candidates for more than three

decades, is considering running for his party’s nomination. Speuking to Sunshine State i{ews on

Wednusduy, Karger sald that lte was in a meeting when John Boehner received the gavel from Nancy
Pelosi.

*All eyes were en tha TV wham the gawol wms pasead,” said Karger. "k wzs a dramatia morgent”

Karger said he hoped the harmony that was shown when the Republicans took over the House from the
Democrats would continue.

“l hope that civillty wifl continue,” said Karger. “That's what the American people are craving right now.”
Karger 2dded that Cenyress meeded to foeus on ecenontlc issues. il

“The economy and jobs first,” he said. “We need to create jobs in this country and then we can do so
magy $hings.”

Otber possible candidates fer nominatiob inclisde former Alaska Gav. Saerah Palin, former Arkansas Gov.
Mike Huckabee, former U.S. Sen. Rick Santorum, Gov. Tim Pawienty and U.S. Rep. Michelle Bachmann
of Minnesota, Gov. Mitch Daniels and U.S. Rep. Mike Pence of Indiana, former Gov: George Pataki of
New York, Gov. Haley Barbour of Mississippi, U.S. Sen. John Thune of South Dakota, former U.N. -



Reach Kevin Derby at kderbv@sunshinestatenews.com or at (850) 727-0859.

Barack Obama Fred Karger Gary Johnson George Pataki Haley Barbour Herman Cain John
Boehner John Boiton John Thune Michelle Bachmann Mike Muckabee Mike Penoe Mitch Daniels
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Whither the Reasonable Republican?

By Jonathan Pedde, Contributing Columnist
Published on Monday, October 25, 2010

Reading the op-ed pages of America’s left-of-center newspapers, it would seem that the Republican Party is being
overmem by ngry, hemaphchic, anti-immigmant crackipein. Far centriats like me ydia believe in tha importaas of
having two sane national partéss, thia winild be a terribly depressing prospect. But, just when ofre could be fargiven
fomr thinking that all hope is lost, Fred Karger cames to the rescue.

Who is Pred Kargez? That's exactly what I asked when I first heard of him. He is a former political consultant who is
considering running for president as an independent Repuhlican in 2012. He got his start in politics in 19064 working
for Nelson Rockefeller. Most recently, Karger founded the watchdog group Californians Against Hate and was active
in the camjraign to stop California’s Propositicn 8, which catlawed gay marriage. Ifhedemdesturunmthezmz
Repubhmnpnmnes,hewiﬂbctheﬁrstvpenlygaypersontomnforpresldent

While there are many adjectives that eould describe Karger’s outlook on life, angry is not one of them. Karger spoke
at Dartmouth on Oct. 14. Incduding myself, about 40 people attended. During his speech, Karger emphasized how he
wante to bring a sense of optimism bask to Ameriga. He particularly admires Ronald Reagan's ability to remain
optimistic, even during the depths of the nasty recession of the early 1980s. For pragmatists like myself who are
looking for more than mere sentimentality in a politician, there is also a very important practical side to Karger’s
optimism: When the economy is deeply depressed and interest rates are stuck at zero, consumer and business
expectations of future prosperity (or lack thereof) can become self-fulfilling. Perhaps a president who irrationally -
1maintain a sense of optimism in the worst of times wouldin’t be such a bad thing right now.

More imopartantly, I think that Karger may actuafly be a palitieian who will be able to reach across the incressingly
polarized partisan divide. Far startars, unlike some aof our current elected officials who sold themselves as “post-
partisan” candidates, Karger is willing to criticize members of his own party. In fact, during his speech at
Dartmouth, Kargex had more bz things to say abont Mike Huckabee alone than il ef the Democrats combined. 1
agree with some of Karger's criticisms of Hucknkee (especially on Huckabee’s comparison of homosazxzislity to drug
abuse and polygamy) and disagree with others (that we need to be tougher on crime than Huckabee was a
governor). But the fact that Karger is actually willing to look at his own party with just as critical an eye as he does
for his opponents is an important quality nonetheless.

Fdothermare, Karger is aetudlly willing to break with his party’s Githeiloxies whea his ennscience dictates. Not only
does he support imzediate repeal of Dox’t Ask, Don't Fall 25 veel! as tha legalization of gay marriage, be also
suppacts immigration reform. He wants a peth to citizanship for immigrants already living in the country as well as
improved border security to discourage future law-breaking. When asked how he would go about “improving”
bordar eecuzity, Kazger replied that he wagn't sure, but hed mn-open mind am the issne. iz the grandson of Grnman
refugecs, | especially appraciate Karger’s statement that immigrants are not hore for a hand-out, but for the
opportunity to succeed by working hard. Likewise, Karger is excited about wind and solar energy as well as energy
conservation. To him, the possibilities seem obvious: “Why do peopie wear sweaters in their air-conditioned homes
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" elections, Karger and Californians Against Hate sided with organized labor — not exactly the kind of organizations

* *Quring the summer?” he queriedidisrinigthe spéech. - i e b e il

Actually, Karger's ability to reach across the partisan divide isn’t just hypathetical. During the 2008 California
with whom you would expect a Republican to be working — in the campaign against Proposition 8.

Karger is exactly the kind of Republican that I would like to see succeed: Optimistic, willing to engage in serious
self-examination and able to work for the good of the country even if that means working with the Democrats. It is
very telling that, dtiriag the 2008 presidential alections, ire swpportad Hillary Clinton, but no Republican :
candidates. He knows that he “probably vaan’t win” the primanies, but a Rockefeller Republican like Karger is exactly
what the cauntry needs right now.

Copyright 1993-2011 | The Dartmouth, Inc. | All rights reserved.
Content, design, and code may not be ropreduoed without explicit wiitten permission.
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Fred Karger

Founder, Rights Equal Rights
Posted: November 28, 2010 06:48 PM

An Apology Now, Mike Huckabee?

-~

November 2¢th is a tragic anniversary in American history. It was exactly one year ago today that four
police ofﬁoers in Lakewood, Washington were murdered in cold blood while they ate at a local coffee shop.

The killer, Maurice Clemmons should have been locked up for 108 years. Instead, then Arkansas
Governor Mike Huckabea cemmuted his sentence after Clemmons served only 11 years in prison.

It seems Huckabee, a former Baptist Preacher, is a very forgiving man. He. did this with at least 1,032

other prisoners. Appasently if ycau accepted Christ ie your I¥e, it was like a get out of jail free ear’d (]
Arkansas when Huchabee wans Govenrer.

| reraad Huckebas's statement releasat the day after the slayings. 1 thought | might see an ounee ot
remorse, but there was none. This was the hast he could come up with in an interview two days after the
slayings with Bill O'Reilly on.Eox News, "I'm re3ponsible for that, and it's not something I'm happy about at
this particular moment."

Four fzmily's lives ware forever tragicafly changed, when they lost their hueband, mother, father, brother,
sister, son and daughter.

Gregory Richards, and Ronnie Owens were gunned down. The best that Govemor Huckabee couldoome
up with was that ha was "not tappy abeut it."

I wrote on this subject back in April also in the Huffington Post.
Govemnor Huckabee, as you consider running for President of the United States, | would hope that you

would take this opportunity one year after these brutal murders to apologize to dll fve Victims of this
tragedy.



; it takes a man-ofaivemg-charactei+to take responsibility for-his aetions, =~ -.c..—vxv ot wivoney clgrerwinein talerasd
Fellow Fred Karger on Twitter: www.twitter.com/fredkarger '
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